
Vol. IX, Fasc. 1, pp. 63-64

1

EUCRATIDES

EUCRATIDES, name of two Greco-Bactrian kings.

1. Eucratides I (r. 170-145 B.C.E.), one of the last and most powerful of the
Greco-Bactrian kings. After taking Bactria (q.v.) from the Euthydemid
Demetrius II (q.v.), he subjugated the Indo-Greek kingdoms south of the Hindu
Kush and seized northwest India as far as the Jhelum from his rival, Menander
(q.v.). Upon his return from one of his Indian campaigns, Eucratides was
ignominiously assassinated by his own son (Heliocles I?). After his death, the
Greco-Bactrian empire began to collapse. Already robbed of its western
marches by Mithridates I of Parthia, Bactria lost its northern territories and its
eastern frontier to nomad invaders who eventually eliminated Greek power
from Central Asia and India.

The grandeur of Eucratides’ reign and the power of his state is shown by the
abundance of his coinage from a great number of mints, by its presence in an
area stretching to the Middle East and the Black Sea, by his minting of the
largest gold coin of ancient times (the 20 stater coin in the Cabinet des
Médailles in Paris), and by his invention of new monetary types (the
triumphant Dioskuoroi caracoling on horseback, their caps studded with
stars). He founded the city of Eucratideia in Bactria (of uncertain location) and
probably ordered the last phase of embellishment at the palace of Āy Ḵānom
(q.v.), on the banks of the Āmū Daryā (q.v.; Oxus). Items of Indian origin
discovered in the treasury of this palace bear witness to his Indian campaigns.
Until the beginning of the Christian era, imitations of his coinage were
produced north of Āmū Daryā by the nomad princes who succeeded the
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Greeks (Zeĭmal’, pp. 93-109).

2. Eucratides II, another Greco-Bactrian king, (r. 145-140 B.C.E.) is known only
through his coinage.
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