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EŠQĪ, MOLLĀ BĀBOR

ʿEŠQĪ, MOLLĀ BĀBOR b. Hedāyat-Allāh, Central Asian poet writing in Persian.
Born into a farmer’s family in 1792 in Vārū-ye Panjakent, he attended maktab
in his native village and later studied in Bukhara and Samarkand. Returning to
his village, he made his living as a farmer. He sometimes supplied wood to
craftsmen manufacturing spindles and rolling-pins in Samarkand and Urgut.
He died in his native village in 1863. Frequent themes of his poetry are spring,
nature, flowers, and love as well as complaints about fate and the difficulties
of life in the mountains. He wrote ḡazals, robāʾīs, and qeṭʿas, following the
styles of Ḥāfeẓ, Jāmī, Šawkat Boḵārāʾī, and Sayyedā Samarqandī; he also wrote
moḵammases containing (tażmīn) their ḡazals. His style is simple, drawing
upon the local dialect. Two years before his death, he collected his own poems
in a dīvān containing some 3,500 bayts.
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