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ESMĀʿĪL, B. YASĀR NESĀʾĪ

ESMĀʿĪL, b. Yasār NESĀʾĪ, a poet of Persian origin from Medina (d. before
132/750). He was the decendant of a Persian prisoner of war from Azarbaijan
and lived in Medina, where he had been born, as a client (mawlā) of Taym b.
Morra. The nesba Nesāʾī is said to derive from Arabic nesāʾ (woman) and refer
to his father’s occupation, which is said to have been preparing meals or
selling carpets for weddings; but this is questionable (Pellat, p. 189; Sezgin,
GAS II, pp. 429-30). He supported the Zubayrid’s cause; but after the defeat and
death of ʿAbd-Allāh b. Zobayr in 73/692, he attached himself to the Omayyad
court and, despite strong anti-Arab sentiments permeating most of his poetry,
out of necessity praised a number of Omayyad caliphs and princes in
panegyrics. He was eventually punished and exiled to Ḥejāz after he recited
before the caliph Hešām b. ʿAbd-al-Malek a poem in which he had glorified his
Persian ancestors without praising the caliph. Samples of his poetry in Aḡānī
(pp. 409-28) suggest a talented poet with considerable range and versatility. He
may be justifiably called one of the earliest Šoʿūbī poets in Arabic (Nallino, pp.
213-15; Rescher, I, p. 186; Ḥosayn, p. 160-61). Some of his lyrics were put to
music. He died a very old man before the fall of the Omayyads (132/750). His
two brothers, Moḥammad and Mūsā Šahawāt, and his son, Ebrāhīm, were also
poets.
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