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ESKAS(E)M

ESKAS(E)M (called Sekasem, Sekimest, and Eskimest by early geographers), a
settlement in medieval Badaksan in northeastern Afghanistan (q.v.), now in
the modern Afghan province of ESkasem (lat. 36° 43' N., long. 71° 34’ E.; not to
be confused with ESkames, further to the west in the Qondoz or Qatagan
district of Badaksan). It is situated on the left bank of the upper Oxus and is
connected to the provincial capital Fayzabad by a road across the Sardab Pass;
when the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan, the Russians built a bridge there
over the Oxus in the early 1980s in order to transport troops and matériel.
ESkasSem is the home of a small group of speakers of the Eastern Iranian
language ESkasmi (q.v.), which straddles the Oxus, hence they are also
represented on the Tajikistan side of the river. Many of the local people are
Isma‘ilis (locally known as Mawlais). EskaSem has played a part in history
because of its position commanding the only winter route between Badaksan
and the trans-Oxus regions of Sognan and Wakan; it was here that John Wood
crossed the Oxus on ice in 1837.

Bibliography (for cited works not given in detail, see “Short References”):
Estakri, p. 275. Gazetteer of Afghanistan 1, pp. 85-86.
Hodud al-Alam, ed. Sotuda, p. 121; tr. Minorsky, pp. 121, 364-66.

M ohammad-Nader Khan, Radhnema-ye Qatgan wa Badak$an, red. Borhan-al-
Din Kaskaki, ed. M. Sottida, Tehran, 1367 S./1988, index, s.v.; tr. M. Reut as
Qataghan et Badakhshan, 3 vols., Paris, 1979.




@\ ESKAS(E)M | Clifford Edmund Bosworth

Mogaddasi, pp. 50, 296, 303.

J. Wood, A Journey to the Source of the River Oxus, London, 1872, pp. 204-6.




