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ESHAQ

ESHAQ b. TOLAYQ (or Taliq), the secretary responsible for translating the
financial divans of Khorasan into Arabic in 124/741-42. Next to nothing is
known about him. He was a man (mawla?) of the Banu Nah3al, a sub-tribe of
the Bant Tamim in Khorasan. Although the change of the land records from
Pahlavi into Arabic had started in Iraq in about 78/697, they had remained in
Pahlavi in eastern provinces, where most of the scribes were Zoroastrians
(majus; Jahsiari, p. 67). Nasr b. Sayyar, the governor of Khorasan, upon orders
from Iraq, moved to stop the employment of non-Muslims in government
offices. He commissioned his friend Eshaq b. Tolayq with the duty to transfer
the divans. From a single, remaining verse by Eshaq we learn that he named
his son Nasr as an expression of gratitude to Nasr b. Sayyar (Jahs$iari, p. 67;
Safadji, p. 416).
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