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ES'AD DEDE, MEHMED

ES'AD DEDE, MEHMED (Mohammad As‘ad Dada), Turkish author and Sufi
poet of the Mawlaw1 order (b. in Salonika, 1257/1841; d. in Istanbul, 13 Sa‘’ban
1329/9 August 1911). He received his primary education in Salonika. In
1280/1863 he went to Istanbul, where he received a good traditionaleducation
and attached himself to ‘Otman Salah-al-Din Dede, the shaikh of the Mawlawi
lodge at Yenikapi. He studied Rum?’s Matnawt and Ebn al-‘Arab?’s Fosus al-
hekam under him and obtained the license (ejaza, q.v.) to teach these books.
He then moved to Eskisehir, where the shaikh of the Mawlawi-kana invested
him with the Sufi mantle (kerqa) of succession. Es‘ad Dede also joined the Sufi
orders of Edrisiya and Sadeliya. He taught Persian in several high schools and
the Matnawt and Fosus al-hekam in a few mosques and madrasahs.

Es‘ad Dede’s principal works are Turkish translations of the robatyat of Abu
Sa1d Abi’l-Kayr (q.v.); of Tarik-e kvajagan; of ‘Abd-al-Rahman Jami; of RGmT’s
Matnawt; and of Ebn al-Farez’s qasida, known as Nazm al-soliik or al-Tatya al-
kobra. His other works include Nemiuina-ye qawa‘ed-e farst (Istanbul,
1308/1891), and Resdla-ye ma‘ad, on the subject of wahdat-e wojid, and
Tawhid-nama (all in Turkish).
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