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EQDAM

EQDAM, name of two separate series of a Persian newspaper published and
edited in Tehran by the journalist, poet, novelist, and translator, ‘Abbas Kalili
(b. Najaf, 1311/1893, d. Tehran, 1350 $./1971, q.v.). Kalili, a member of a
prominent clerical family in Iraq, fled to Persia reportedly after being
sentenced to death by the British for his anti-British activities. In Tehran,
however, he worked as translator for the pro-British daily Ra'd. Eqdam was
published as follows:

1. Firstly, as a newspaper covering news and social issues, initially published
three times a week and later daily from 1300 $./1921 nearly to the end of 1310
$./1932. Islamic in orientation, it supported the regime brought to power by
the 1921 coup. It was suspended once in Bahman 1301 S./January-February
1923, apparently as part of Reza Khan’s political crackdown, and was replaced
for four issues by Bidar1 (q.v.). Its format was four five-column pages, 41 x 54
cm.

2. Then, as a thrice-weekly newspaper published from 21 Day 1320 $./11
January 1942 to winter 1327 $./1949. It was initially independent, and from the
beginning of 1321 $./1942 supported Sayyed Zia-al-Din Tabataba’i, only to
oppose him strongly the following year. Later it came to support an obscure
party called as Hezb-e yaran (various issues of 1321-22 S./1942-43). From 1945
onward, it supported the Nationalists and later Mohammad Mosaddeq. Each
issue contained a strong editorial written by Kalili. Eqdam’s attacks on the
Allies and some of the governments of the time led to several suspensions,
during which it would be replaced by another newspaper. Kalilt was also
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arrested several times on occasion in connection with the suspensions. A few
months after the newspaper ceased publication, Kalili was sent as ambassador
to Ethiopia.

Usually, its format was four five-column pages, 34 x 50 cm, carrying
illustrations, priced at 2 rials per issue, 200 rials per year, which increased in
later years. Incomplete runs of both newspapers are accessible at major
Persian libraries, the Library of Congress, and Princeton University Library.
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