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EQBAL ASTIANI, ‘ABBAS (0000000 00000 0000, b. 1314/1896-97 in Astian, d.
21 Bahman 1334 $./10 February 1956 in Rome), scholar and man of letters
(Figure 1). He was born into a family of poor bathkeepers in Astian, a
township near Arak. In order to contribute to the family’s income he started
working as a carpenter’s apprentice at a very young age, but his own desire
for learning and his mother’s encouragement finally made him start his
primary education at the age of fourteen. The family moved to Tehran in
1327/1909, where they made friends with the Najmabadi family who helped
Eqbal attend Serkat-e Golestan school. He continued his education at Dar al-
fonin where he was employed as the assistant librarian upon graduation
around 1919 and later entrusted with teaching Persian.

During his years at Dar al-fonun, Eqbal came to know such litterati as
Mohammad-‘All Forugl, Abu’l-Hasan Forugl, Mortaza Najmabadi, ‘Abd-al-‘Azim
Qarib, Golam-Hosayn Rahnema, and ‘Abd-al-Razzaq Bogayeri, under whose
influence he embarked on a career of scholarship that continued until his
death. He wrote several high-school textbooks that remained standard for
many years to come. The scholarship he demonstrated in these books and in
the articles he published in the leading literary periodicals of the time
(namely, Daneskada, Now-Bahar, Forug-e tarbiat, Ostil-e talim, Kava, and Iran-
Sahr) led to his appointment as an instructor in the Teachers College (Dar al-
mo‘allemin), where some future scholars (e.g., Mojtaba Minovi, Habib YagmarT,
Fakr-al-Din Sadman) were among his students. At the same time he taught
history, geography, and Persian literature at the military lycée. In 1303 S./1924
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he was sent to Paris by the Military Council (Sira-ye nezam) as the secretary to
the Persian military delegation in France, which supervised the progress of
Persian students at the military academy there. Eqbal used this opportunity to
pursue his education at the Sorbonne, where he got a bachelor’s degree in
literature. In Paris he met the distinguished scholar Mohammad Qazvini, who
had a profound influence on him and whose meticulous methodology in
research Eqbal adopted like a disciple.

Eqbal returned to Persia in 1308 $./1929 .The next five years were very
productive. He published a number of books and articles, including the books
he had worked on during his residence in Paris. He was a member of the
delegation representing Persia in the millenium of FerdowsI in 1313 $./1934. In
1314 he received a government scholarship for a year of study in Europe. He
returned to Persia the next year and became professor of history in the newly
founded University of Tehran and a permanent member of the Persian
Academy (Farhangestan-e Iran).

In 1323 S./1944 Eqgbal founded the monthly periodical Yadgar. Early issues
mostly dealt with social and educational topics, but later issues were devoted
to scholarly articles and notices on literature and history. Yadgar continued
publication for five years, and it is still considered one of the most informative
periodicals ever published in Persia.

In 1328 S./1949 he was appointed the Persian cultural attaché in Turkey and
later in Italy, the position he held until his death in Bahman 1334 $./1956.
Egbal remained unmarried to the end of his life. He is buried in the shrine of
Shah ‘Abd-al-‘Azim south of Tehran.

Works. Eqbal was a prolific, multi-sided scholar, whose main interest was in
Persian history and literature. His output, excluding articles, includes:

(1) Studies: Qabus-e Vosmgir-e Ziart, Berlin, 1342/1923; Sarh-e hal-e ‘Abd-Allah
b. Moqaffa’, Berlin, 1306 S./1927; Kanadan-e Nowbakti, Tehran, 1311 S./1932;
Tarik-e mofassal-e Iran az estila-ye Mogol ta elan-e Masriutiyat 1. Az hamla-ye
Cengiz ta taskil-e dawlat-e timurl, Tehran, 1312 S./1933, repr. Tehran, 1341
S./1962; Tarik-e ektesafat-e jografiaT wa tarik-e ‘elm-e jografia, Tehran, 1314
§./1935; Motala‘at-1 dar bara-ye Bahrayn wa jazayer wa sawdahel-e Kalij-e Fars,
Tehran, 1328 S$./1949; Wezarat dar ‘ahd-e salatin-e bozorg-e saljuqi, ed. M.-T.
DaneSpazuh and Y. Doka’, Tehran, 1338 $./1959; Mirza Taqt Kan Amir-e Kablr,
ed. I. Afsar, Tehran, 1340 S$./1961; Tarik-e jawaher dar Iran, in FIZ 9, 1340
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S./1961, pp. 5-45.

(2) Texts edited: Ebn Mo'tazz, Tabaqat al-So‘ara’ al- mohaddetin (Arabic), facs.
ed. with notes and variants, GMS 13, London, 1929; Rasid Vatvat, Hada'eq al-
sehr fi daqa’eq al-Se'r, Tehran, 1309 $./1930; Abuw’l-Ma‘all Mohammad al-
Hosayni, Bayan al-adyan, Tehran, 1312 $./1933; Ebn Sahrasub, Ma'‘alem al-
‘olama’, Tehran, 1313 S$./1934; Mortaza b. Da‘1 Razi, Tabserat al-‘awamm fi
ma‘efa magqalat al-anam, Tehran, 1313 S$./1934; Hend@$ah b. Sanjar Nakjavani,
Tajareb al-salaf, Tehran, 1313 $./1934; Abn Mansur Ta‘alebi, Tatemma al-
yatima, Tehran, 1313 $./1934 (Arabic). Sah-nama (Borukim ed.), vols. 2-6,
Tehran, 1314 $./1935; Amir Mo‘ezzl, Divan, Tehran, 1319 $./1940; Logat-e fors,
Tehran, 1320 S./1941; (selection of) Nezam-al-Molk, Siasat-nama, Tehran, 1320
S./1941; Ebn Esfandiar, Tarik-e Tabarestan, Tehran, 1320 $./1941; Obayd
Zakani, Koliyat, Tehran, 1321 §./1942; Mirza Mohammad Kalantar, Riiz-nama-
ye Mirza Mohammad Kalantar-e Fars, Tehran, 1325 S./1946; Saraf-al-Din Rami,
Anis al-‘0$$aq, Tehran, 1325 S./1946; Jahangir Mirza, Tarik-e now, Tehran, 1327
$./1948; Mo‘In-al-Din Sirazi, Sadd al-ezar fi hatt al-awzar ‘an zowwar al-mazar
(Arabic), Tehran, 1328 $./1949 (with M. Qazvini); Naser-al-Din Kermani, Semt
al-ola le’l-hazra al-olya, Tehran, 1328 $./1949; Mirza Mohammad-Kalil Mar‘asi
Safawi, Majma‘ al-tawariko, Tehran, 1328 $./1949; Hosayn b. Abi’l-Reza Avi,
Tarjama-ye Mahasen Esfahan-e Mafarriki, Tehran, 1328 $./1949; Montajab-al-
Din Jovayni, Atabat al-kataba, Tehran, 1329 $./1950 (with M. Qazvini); Hamid-
al-Din Ahmad b. Hamed Kermani, al-Mozaf ela badaye* al-azman ft waqaye’
Kerman, Tehran, 1331 $./1952; Mohammad Gazali, Faza'el al-anam men rasa’el
Hojjat-al-Eslam, Tehran, 1333 $./1954; Sarh-e qasida-ye ‘ayniya-e Ebn Sind, in
MDAT 1/4, 1333 §/1954; Hakim Awhad-al-Din Tabib Razi, Dayl-e Sayr al-ebad-e
Sanat, Tehran, 1334 $./1955; Abit Mansur Ta‘alebl, Tatemma al-yatima, Tehran,
1313 S./1934 (Arabic).

(3) Translations: “Une notice sur le Ghilan et le Mazandaran par M. le Colonel
Trézel” (publ. with P. Jaubert, Voyage en Arménie et en Perse, Paris 1821) as
Yaddastha-ye Zeneral Terezel ferestada-ye Napel'on be samt-e Hend, Tehran,
1308 S./1929; Alfred de Gardane, Mission du Général Gardane en Perse sous le
Premiér Empire: Documents historiques publiés par son fils as Ma'murlyat-e
Zeneral Gardan dar Iran, Tehran, 1310 $./1931; R. S. Poole, The Coins of the
Shahs of Persia, London, 1887 as Tabaqat-e salatin-e Eslam, Tehran, 1312
$./1933; Mohammat b. Zakariya Razi, al-Sirat al-falsafiya as Sirat-e falsafi-e
Razi, Tehran, 1315 $./1936; Jean Baptiste Feuvrier, Trois ans a la cour de Perse,
as Se sal dar darbar-e Iran, Tehran, 1326 S./1947.
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For Egbal’s articles see Iraj AfSar’s Fehrest-e Maqalat-e farsi (4 vols., Tehran,
1348-69 S$./1969-90). A selection of them (101 articles) was published by
Mohammad Dabirsiaql (Tehran, 1350 S./1971), who is now preparing the
publication of all of Eqbal’s articles in six volumes.

Eqbal’s literary estate is kept in the Central Library of the University of
Tehran. It includes, inter alia, a Persian translation of the section on the
Koranic sciences in Storey’s Persian Literature and editions of ‘Ayyuqr’s Varqa
wa Golsah, Abu’l-Hasan DeylamT?’s Sirat-e Ebn Kafif, and Abu Dolaf YanbaT's al-
Resala al-tantya.
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