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ENTEZAM, ‘ABD-ALLAH AND
NASR-ALLAH

ENTEZAM, ‘ABD-ALLAH and NASR-ALLAH, two brothers active in 20th-
century Persian politics.

1. ‘Abd-Allah Entezam (Figure 1), diplomat and politician (b. 1274 S./1895 in
Tehran, d. 2 Farvardin 1362 S./22 March 1983). He was the eldest son of
Korsidlaga Gaffari and Sayyed Mohammad Entezam-al-Saltana. His father was
a diplomat, who also served as a director-general (modir-e koll) of the Ministry
of the Interior (Wezarat-e keSvar) under Reza Shah, a Sufi affiliated to the Safl-
‘AliSahi order, and a leader of the Anjoman-e okowwat (q.v.). His grandfather,
Sayyed ‘Abd-Allah TafreS1 Entezam-al-Saltana, had been briefly chief of police
(wazir-e nazmiya) during the reign of Naser-al-Din Shah Qajar
(1264-1313/1848-96).

Upon the completion of his education at the German Technical School
(Madrasa-ye san‘atl), the Dar-al-Fonin (q.v.), and the School of Political Science
(Madrasa-ye siasl), ‘Abd-Allah joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Wezarat-e
omur-e kareja) in 1298 $./1919 and served as secretary at the Persian embassy
in Washington, D.C. While in the United States, he studied mechanical
engineering, which had always interested him, and married an American
woman, whom he subsequently divorced. They had a son, Hume Horan, who
later joined the U.S. Department of State and became a leading Arabist. Many
years later, in Ordibehest 1337 S./April-May 1958, ‘Abd-Allah married Farah
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Ansari, granddaughter of ‘Aliqoli Ansar1 Mosawer-al-Mamalek, to whom he
was related. Her grandfather had been minister of foreign affairs several
times.

A career diplomat, ‘Abd-Allah served in various posts: from 1304 $./1925 to
1306 S./1927 he served in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Tehran, and from
1312 $./1933 to 1314 S./1935 he worked in the Ministry’s press department. In
1315 $./1936 he was appointed consul in Prague and in Ordibehest 1317 S./May
1938 chargé d’affaires in Bern. He also served as a member of Persia’s
permanent delegation at the League of Nations in Geneva. In winter 1319
S./1941 the Swiss press published articles critical of Reza Shah, which resulted
in his recall from Bern. Suspended for several months, he was then appointed
head of the small and insignificant League of Nations section at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (‘A. Entezam, p. 155).

Following the Allied occupation of Persia in Sahrivar 1320 S./August-
September 1941, he was promoted to head the third political department
(edara-ye sevvom-e siast) of the ministry and assigned the task of arranging for
the expulsion of German and Italian citizens from the country. In Esfand 1324
S./March 1946 Entezam was appointed counsel general in Stuttgart, and in
Farvardin 1330 S./April 1951 he was recalled to join Hosayn ‘Ala”s short-lived
cabinet as minister of foreign affairs. He was appointed minister of foreign
affairs in the cabinet of General Fazl-Allah Zahed1 in 1332 $./1953, directly
involving him in the delicate task of arranging the resumption of diplomatic
relations with Britain, which had been severed on 30 Mehr 1331 S./22 October
1952 by Mohammad Mosaddeq, and more significantly, in the settlement of
the oil dispute. He retained his position and also acted as deputy prime
minister in ‘Ala”’s second cabinet (Farvardin 1334-Farvardin 1336 S./April
1955-April 1957). On 3 Day 1334 S./24 December 1955, having spent some six
months in Paris partly because of illness, he was replaced as minister of
foreign affairs by ‘Aliqoli Ardalan but retained as deputy prime minister and
minister without portfolio (wazir-e mosawer). The British ambassador to
Tehran at the time described him as “a man of considerable imagination and
ability,” whose “major contribution to recent Iranian foreign policy has been
the attempt to settle outstanding differences and establish good relations with
Iran’s geographical neighbours” (U.K., P.R.O., Stevens to Selwyn Lloyd,
December 28, 1955, F.0. 371/114811). Entezam was not keen on Persia’s hasty
adherence to the Baghdad Pact in October 1955, although in the ambassador’s
view he “favoured adherence in principle” (ibid.).
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Following the death in Ordibehest 1336 S./May 1957 of Mortazaqoli Bayat,
Entezam served as chairman of the board of directors and managing director
(modir-e ‘amel) of the National Iranian Oil Company. In this capacity he
promoted younger politicians, such as the future prime minister Amir ‘Abbas
Hoveyda (q.v.), whom he knew from his Stuttgart days. He employed him as
his special assistant and later made him a member of the board of directors of
the National Iranian Oil Company (Danesjuyan, VII, p. 35). Entezam’s
opposition to the pace and direction of royal reforms and to the growing royal
autocracy, which he shared with ‘Ala’ among others, resulted in his summary
dismissal by the shah. His replacement in Aban 1342 S./November 1963 by
Manucehr Egbal (q.v.) was conducted in a manner he found deeply offensive.
Ignored in official circles for fifteen years, Entezam returned briefly to the
political scene after he was summoned by the shah in 1357 S./ 1978. Entezam
did not accept ministerial responsibility but was appointed a member of the
ill-fated Regency Council (Stira-ye saltanat).

‘Abd-Allah Entezam drew much pleasure from spending time in his
engineering workshop and also enjoyed photography. Like his father, he was a
Sufi and became the leading figure in the Anjoman-e okowwat (q.v.). He wrote
anonymously or under a pseudonym on Sufism in both Persian and English.
Untainted by corruption, he was, in the words of a British ambassador who
knew him well, a “man of charm, modesty, and considerable ability, . . . spoke
excellent English, French, and German, . . . shunned high society and lacked
ambition but had a great capacity for friendship and was respected by all who
knew him. The Shah would never have lost his throne had he listened to and
made full use of men such as Abdullah Entezam” (Sir Denis Wright, The Times,
23 April 1983).

2. Nasr-Allah Entezam (Figure 2), also a diplomat and politician (b. in Tehran
in 1278 S./1899, d. 28 Adar 1359/18 December 1980). Like his elder brother,
‘Abd-Allah, he joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs upon completion of his
education at the German Technical School and the School of Political Science.
He worked in the Persian embassy in Paris, as well as in Warsaw. In 1311
$./1932 he returned to Persia to work in the treaty department of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. During the Anglo-Persian oil dispute of 1311-12 $./1932-33
(see ANGLO-IRANIAN OIL COMPANY) he served as secretary to the Persian
delegation and accompanied ‘Ali-Akbar Davar and Hosayn ‘Ala’ to Geneva to
present the Persian case at the League of Nations. Subsequently, he served as a
member of the Persian delegation to the World Economic Conference of 1933,
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worked in the Persian embassy in London, and over the next four years was
chargé d’affaires in Bern and deputy head of the Persian delegation at the
League of Nations (N. Entezam, p. 165). In Tir 1317 S./July 1938 he was
appointed head of the third political department of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. In this capacity he was described as “certainly the most effective
[head] in recent years” (U.K., P.R.O., “Report on Personalities in Persia, 1940,”
F.O. 371/24582). He was later appointed Chief of Protocol (rats-e tasrifat) at the
royal court.

Following the abdication and departure of Reza Shah in Sahrivar 1320
S./September 1941 and until the appointment of Mohammed-‘All Foragi (q.v.)
as court minister in Esfand 1320 S./March 1942, Nasr-Allah was “fully in
charge of the court” and developed close ties with Mohammad-Reza Shah (N.
Entezam, p. 43). His ministerial career began in Bahman 1321 S./January 1943
with an appointment as health minister (wazir-e behdart) in Ahmad Qawam’s
cabinet. Thereafter he successively served first as minister of post, telegraph,
and telephones and as minister of roads in the second cabinet of ‘All Sohayli
(February 1943-March 1944). He owed his ministerial position to royal favor
and to the desire of prime ministers to placate the shah (U.K., India Office,
“Report on Political Events of 1943,” 1.O.R. L/P&S/12/3472A). He was
reappointed minister of roads and soon made minister of foreign affairs in
Mortazaqoll Bayat’s cabinet (November 1944-April 1945), but he resigned in
March 1945, joining the Persian delegation at the San Francisco Conference,
which established the United Nations. He served as a member and later head
of the Persian delegation at the United Nations in New York. From 29 Kordad
1329 $./19 June 1950 until 31 Sahrivar 1331 S./22 September 1952 he was
Persian ambassador to the United States. He also served as the president of the
fourth session of the United Nations General Assembly in 1948. He was,
however, eventually removed from his ambassadorial post in Washington,
D.C., and replaced by Allahyar Saleh because he did not fully enjoy the
confidence of then prime minister Mohammad Mosaddeq (Mosaddeq, p. 84).

Following the coup of Mordad 1332/August 1953 (q.v.) he was reappointed
ambassador to the United States and served until his replacement by the
cabinet minister ‘All Amini, who was “lobbying a little too obviously for the
premiership” (U.K., P.R.O., Titchener to Riches, 18 November 1955, F.O.
248/1557). In February 1958 Nasr-Allah was appointed ambassador to France,
where he stayed until April 1962. In July 1962 he was appointed minister
without portfolio in the cabinet of Asad-Allah ‘Alam, with whom he had
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maintained close ties. He was elected chairman of the inaugural congress
(10-12 Ordibehest 1354 S./30 April-2 May 1975) of the Resurgence party (Hezb-e
rastakiz-e mellat-e Iran), that the shah had created, as the single permissible
party—a development interpreted as a sign of the declining power of ‘Alam’s
rival, Prime Minister Hoveyda (Dane§juyan, VIL, p. 188).

According to a 1963 report by the United States embassy, the Entezam brothers
were active members in an informal gathering (dawra), which was formed
around ‘All Amini and met every Wednesday for over twelve years. Like other
members of Amint’s dawra, the Entezam brothers were active participants in a
number of other such gatherings (DaneSjuyan, XX, p. 17). The two brothers
were, however, very different in character and disposition. The flamboyant
and sartorially elegant bachelor, Nasr-Allah was also considered to be a
capable official but devoid of those qualities which accounted for the prestige
and respect accorded to his brother (see, e.g., Gani, XI, p. 28).

BIBLIOGRAPHY

J. ‘Abdoh, Cehel sal dar sahna-ye qazat, siasi, diplomasi-e Iran wa jahan, ed. M.
Tafres1, Tehran, 1368 S./1989.

L. Afsar, Katerat wa asnad Zahir-al-dawla, Tehran, 1351 S./1972.
DaneSjuyan-e peyrow-e katt-e emam, Asnad-e lana-ye jasust, Tehran, n.d.

‘A. Entezam, “GuSa-1 az waqaye™-e Sahrivar wa Cegiinagi-e raftan-e atba‘-e
Alman,” Sal-nama-ye donya 19, 1342 S./1963, pp. 155-58.

N. Entezam, Katerat-e Nasr-Allah Entezam, ed. M. R. ‘Abbas Tayarani, Tehran,
1371 S./1992.

Q. Gani, Yaddastha-ye doktor Qasem Gani, ed. S. Gani, 12 vols., London,
1980-84.

M. Katira’i, Feramasoneri dar Iran, Tehran, 1347 S./1968.




@\ ENTEZAM, ‘ABD-ALLAH AND NASR-ALLAH |Fakhreddin Azimi

G.-H. Mosaddeq, Dar kenar-e pedar-am: Katerat-e doktor Golam-Hosayn
Mosaddeq, ed. G.-R. Najati, Tehran, 1369 $./1990.

E. Ra'In, Faramiis-kana wa feramasoneri dar Iran, 3 vols., Tehran, 1348 S./1969.

United States Embassy, Tehran to Department of State, “The Iranian
Intellectual Community, 21 December 1963,” text in Danesjuyan, XX, pp. 2-26.

Idem, “The Iranian one-party state, 10 July 1957,” in ibid., VII, pp. 184-94.
D. Wright, “Abdullah Entezam,” The Times, April 23, 1983.

Interviews with members of the Entezam family, in particular with Mrs. Farah
Ansarl.




