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‘ENAYAT-ALLAH

‘ENAYAT-ALLAH, Timurid builder or tile maker of the 15th century. He
reportedly built or decorated the dome of the Qobba-ye sabz (Green Dome) in
Kerman. Sir Percy Sykes, the first European to refer to the building, reported
that an inscription (now lost) was read to him stating that the building was the
work of the master Kvaja Sokr-Allah and the master ‘Enayat-Allah, son of the
master Nezam-al-Din, the architect (me‘mar) from Isfahan, and was
constructed in 640/1242, which is probably a misreading since stylistically the
building dates to the 15th century. All that remains of the building (Persian
National Monument 124), which was probably a madrasa with founder’s
mausoleum, is a fragment of the portal. It is decorated with a large panel of
fine tile mosaic showing small floral ornament and vines, which can be
attributed to the late 15th century on stylistic grounds. Pope (Survey of Persian
Art, pp. 1100-1102) identified Haji Beg—the person who made and signed the
tile mosaic mehrab in the congregational mosque at Kerman that was
apparently added to the mosque along with repairs undertaken under Shah
Tahmasb in 967/1559-60—as ‘Enayat-Allah’s son, but that would mean a gap of
more than a century, which is untenable.
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