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EMAMI HERAVI, RAZI-AL-DIN ABU ‘ABD-ALLAH MOHAMMAD b. Abi Bakr
b. ‘Otman, Persian poet of the Mongol period, also noted for his learning (b. in
Herat; d. in Isfahan in 686/1287). During the decade 650-60/1250-60 he wrote
panegyrics for the Qara Khitai rulers of Kerman and their officials. His
residence in Kerman more or less coincided with the reign of Qotlog Terken
(Tarkan) ‘Esmat-al-Donya wa’l-Din (655-81/1257-82 or 83), a period of cultural
prosperity in the history of that province (cf. Lambton, “Kirman,” pp. 161-62;
idem, Continuity, passim). His most important patron was the vizier Sams-al-
Din Fakr-al-Molk ‘Ali, for whom Emami wrote several poems, one of which
celebrates the building of a garden-palace in 658/1260 (Cat. Chester Beatty
Library, p. 8). Later he moved to Isfahan, where he seems to have been in
touch with Sams-al-Din Mohammad Joveyni, the famous saheb-e divan. The
date and place of EmamT"’s death are given in Jajarmi (I, p. 837).

The divan of Emami remains unpublished. The oldest extant manuscript is a
section of Majmii'a-ye dawawin, dated 699/1300, in the Chester Beatty Library,
Dublin (no. 103, fols. 286-305). Besides panegyric odes, he wrote gazals (lyrics),
moqatta‘at (fragments), and a few stanzaic poems. Sufi ideas are often
expressed in his poems; in one of his mystical qasidas Emami mentions Zayn-
al-Din Pir-e Hend as his spiritual guide (Safa, pp. 554-55). He is believed to
have been a Shi‘ite because he expressed his devotion to the Twelve Imams
(Cat. Chester Beatty Library, p. 8). He was also an expert in Arabic literature,
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writing a commentary on a well-known gasida by Du’l-Romma (Eqgbal; Safa, p.
552).

Emami had a considerable reputation among his contemporaries. Further
interest in his poetry can be seen in the many quotations from his divan in
14th-century anthologies such as Jajarm1’s Miines al-ahrar.
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