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ELAHI QOMSA’I, MAHDI

ELAHI QOMSA’I, MAHDI b. Abw’l-Hasan, poet and professor of Islamic law
and philosophy (b. in Qoms3a, ca 1320/1902; d. in Tehran, 1354 $./1975). His
ancestors had emigrated from Bahrain to Qoms3a (present-day Sahreza) near
Isfahan during the reign of Nader Shah (1148-60/1735-47). Mahd1 learned the
basics of Islamic sciences under Shaikh Molla Hadi Farzana in his native town
QomsSa before moving to Isfahan to study Islamic jurisprudence (feqh), osiil,
andphilosophy. Then he moved to Mashad, where he continued his studies
under Adib Nisaburi (q.v.), Shaikh Borsi, Aqa Hosayn Faqih, and Aqa Bozorg
Korasani. Finally he settled in Tehran and taught Islamicphilosophyfor many
years, first at Madrasa-ye ali-e Sepahsalar and later at the Faculty of Islamic
sciences (DaneSkada-ye ma‘qal o manqul) of Tehran University. His literary
and scholarly output, totalling fifteen volumes, includes poetry (Nagma-ye
Elahi [versified partial tr. of Nahj al-balaga; Tehran, 1319 $./1940], Nagma-ye
‘'0$saq [Tehran, 1320 $./1941], Nagma-ye hosayni [on the life and martyrdom of
Imam Hosayn; Tehran, 1324 S./1945]; all three were later published in a single
volume as Divan-e Elahi), Islamic philosophy (Hekmat-e elaht, 2 vols., Tehran,
1330-36 S./1951-57; text and Pers. tr. of Ebn al-‘Arab?’s Fosus al-hekam as
Tawhid-e htismandan, Tehran, 1332 $./1953; etc.), mysticism, translation of the
Quran (Kolasat al-tafasir) and other religious texts.
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