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ELAHI HAMADANI, SAYYED MIR EMAD-AL-DIN MAHMUD b. Hojjat-Allah
Asadabadyi, a poet of the 17th century from Asadabad, a village near Hamadan.
He spent a few years in Shiraz studying and then moved to Isfahan, where he
stayed for about two years, working at a coffeehouse and associating with
poets like Hakim Sefa’1 (Nasrabadi, pp. 255-56; Awhadi, apud Gol¢in-e Ma‘ani,
Karvan 1, pp. 94-95; Belgrami, p. 85). In 1018/1609 he went to Khorasan and
from there, via Kabul and Qandahar to Agra, India, where he arrived in
1021/1612. On his way to Agra he spent some time in Qandahar as a poet at the
court of the Mughal governor Mirza Gazi Weqari. In India he lived under the
patronage of Zafar Khan Ahsan and accompanied him to Kabul and Kashmir
during the latter’s viceroyalty at these places. He settled in Kashmir in
1041-42/1632-34 (Sufi, p. 357) and died there in 1063/1653. He was buried in
the western side of the courtyard of the tomb of Baha-al-Din Ganjbaks
(Didamatii, fols. 162-63). According to Rasedi (p. 125), Elahi built a garden (Bag-
e Elah1) in Srinagar in 1050/1640 (Rasedi, p. 125). Elah1 has a tad “"kera (Kazina-
yeganj-Elaht) and a divan of about 5,000 verses to his credit, both of which are
unpublished. The tad "kera (comp. between the years 1042/1632 and
1052/1642) includes biographies of 400 poets of the 8th-10th/14th-16th
centuries arranged in alphabetical order (Rasedi, p. 127; Gol¢in-e Ma‘ani,
Tadkeraha 1, p. 518). His divan includes qasidas, gazals, a tarji-band, tarkib-
bands, and a saqi-nama, but his major contribution as a poet of the so-called
Indian Style (sabk-e hendi) is in gazals, known for their metonymy in
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convoluted manner.
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