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EKTESAN, TAJ-AL-MOLK
MOHAMMAD

EKTESAN, TAJ-AL-MOLK MOHAMMAD b. Ahmad b. Hasan ‘Abdisi Dehlavi
(700-52/1300-51), author in Persian and secretary (dabir) at the courts of the
Tughluqid sultans Giat-al-Din Togloq (720-25/1320-25) and his son Giat-al-Din
Mo-hammad (725-52/1325-51). He joined the royal chancery at an early age
and eventually became Giat-al-Din Mohammad’s private secretary (dabir-e
kass), who sent him in 1328 to the court of the Il-khanid Aba Sa‘ld (q.v.) in
Persia to negotiate military alliance against TarmaSirin, the Chaghatay prince
of Transoxiana and Gazna. He visited Persia a second time as the royal envoy
to the court of Abli Eshaq Inja (q.v.). He died in 752/1351 during his return trip

near Thatta in Sind.

Ektesan’s claim to fame rests on his Basatin al-ons (comp. 726/1325-26; extant
in manuscript), a collection of love stories in ornate Persian prose adapted
from the original Sanskrit. Author’s introduction to the book contains useful
information about Ektesan himself and the events during the reign of
Mohammad b. Togloq. Ektesan also wrote poetry. Of his poetry a complete
qasida in praise of Mohammad b. Togloq is preserved in the introduction to
the Basatin al-ons and Behamad Kanl’s Tarik-e mohammadi. The latter also
contains a few other verses by him.
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