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EKRAM, MOHAMMAD

EKRAM (Ekrom), MOHAMMAD b. ‘Abd-al-Salam, known as Damolla Ekramce
(contemporary Tajik: Domullo Ikromca), a Bukharan scholar and madrasa
teacher (1847-1925). He was born in Bukhara, where he received a traditional
madrasa ecducation. In 1896 he traveled to the Near East, where he
acquainted himself with a more favorable intellectual milieu, which he
compared to that in Bukhara. Upon returning to Bukhara, he used his new
experience and the writings of Ahmad DaneS (q.v.) to criticize the outdated
system of education at the madresas and to advocate reform. When Jadidist
modern schools (maktabha-ye ostl-e jadid) were opened in Bukhara in the
early 20th century, Ekram, as a mufti, issued a fatwa, declaring them in
harmony with the tenets of Islam and therefore unobjectionable. Conservative
religious leaders, who did not condone schools in which the Qur'an was not
the basic subject, revoked his fatwa. His son, ‘Abd-al-Rahman, who attended a
modern school, was scourged along with Sadr-al-Din ‘Ayni (q.v.) and after
receiving seventy five strokes died as a result (Kulliyot, p. 631). About 1910
Ekram wrote a treatise entitled Efaz al-naemin wa e'lam al-jahelin, in which he
ridiculed backwardness and superstition. In 1918 he was exiled from Bukhara
because of his ideas, but he returned in 1920 after the revolution and held
various offices in the People’s Republic of Bukhara. He died in Bukhara in
1925. He was a friend of Sadr-al-Din ‘Ayni, who highly praised Ekram’s
dauntless attitudes (Yod-dostho, pp. 241, 578-79).
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