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EDUCATION
xv. FOREIGN AND MINORITY SCHOOLS IN PERSIA

Modern education was introduced to Persia in the 19th century by European
and American religious institutions (e.g., Alliance Universelle Israélite, and
secular educators in Tehran and provincial towns. In addition, religious
minorities in Persia founded modern schools. Throughout this period these
foreign and minority schools provided quality education to thousands of
Persians from upper- and middle-class backgrounds. Their graduates played
an important part in the modernization of the country at the turn of the 20th
century and remained significant in modern education in Persia until the
1930s, when the government established a national school system (see vii,
above). The first blow came in 1932, when the Majles (parliament) prohibited
foreign elementary schools from accepting Persian students, essentially
closing them; some scholars have suggested that this measure was designed to
halt the rapidly increasing enrollment of Muslims in such schools (Zirinsky, p.
134). Finally, in 1939, the government decided to take control of all remaining
foreign educational establishments in Persia (Mansoori, pp. 134-35; for details
of Anglo-American efforts to keep their schools open, see Sayfpur Fatemi, pp.
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567-77).

For discussion of schools sponsored by specific groups, see FRANCE;
GERMANY; GREAT BRITAIN; ITALY; MINORITIES; OTTOMAN EMPIRE; RUSSIA;
UNITED STATES.
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