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EBRAHIM B. ESMA'IL

EBRAHIM B. ESMAIL, Safavid architect mentioned on two tiles: one in the
dome of the tomb of Shaikh ‘Abd-al-Samad at Natanz and another, dated
1072/1661-62, in the south wall of the south ayvan of the congregational
mosque at Isfahan (Godard, p. 261). The latter inscription does not specify
what work was involved, but the only restoration known to have been carried
out in the mosque during the reign of Shah ‘Abbas II (1052-77/1642-67) was the
addition to the horizontal part of the facade’s rectangular inscription of the
south ayvan (Godard, pp. 261-62). The tomb in nearby Natanz was probably
repaired at the same time, for restorations were carried out at the shrine
throughout the Safavid period: a wooden screen, for example, was erected
around the cenotaph in 1064/1653-54. In the inscriptions on both tiles,
Ebrahim b. Esma‘l is identified as “the builder from Isfahan” (al-banna’ al-
esfahanit). He apparently came from a family of master craftsmen, for in the
Isfahan inscription both he and his father are called ostad (master).
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