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EBN TAWUS, JAMAL-AL-DIN
ABU’L- FAZA’EL AHMAD

EBN TAWTUS, JAMAL-AL-DIN ABU’L- FAZA'EL AHMAD b. Masa b. Jafar b.
Mohammad Hasani, Imami scholar. The Bant Tawus, named after their
ancestor Mohammad Taws, were a family of Hasanid sarifs well established
in Hella in the 6th/12th century. Ahmad’s mother was a daughter of the Imami
scholar Warram b. Abu’l-Feras (d. 605/1208-09); through his father, he was
descended from a daughter of the Shaikh Aba Ja‘far Mohammad b. Hasan Tasl.
His more prominent brother Razi-al-Din ‘All was born in 589/1193 and died in
664/1266. Ahmad was probably younger than ‘All and may have been born
around the turn of the 6th/12th century. He appears to have lived most of his
life in Hella, although he probably also studied in Baghdad. It is unknown who
his chief teachers were. Among those from whom he transmitted were Fakkar
b. Ma‘add Musaw1 (d. 630/1233), his brother Mohammad b. Ma‘add, Hosayn b.
KaSram, and Mohammad b. Noma (d. 645/1247). The contemporary author of
al-Hawadet al-jame‘a (p. 382) refers to him as naqib (syndic) of the ‘Alids; but it
is unknown when and where he held this position. Among his students were
‘Allama Helll and Hasan b. ‘Al1 b. Dawad Hell1 (b. 647/1249), who states in his
Ketab al-rejal that Ebn Tawus raised and educated him and treated him
charitably. Ebn Tawus died in 673/1274-75 in Hella and was buried, according
to al-Hawadet al-jame‘a, near the shrine of Imam °Al1 in Najaf. However, a
grave claimed to be his was later shown in Hella and was visited by the pious.

According to Ebn Dawud Helli, the works of Ebn Tawiis amounted to eighty-
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two volumes. His two comprehensive works on feqh, Bosra’l-mohaqqeqin in six
volumes and Malad in four, are lost, though his views are quoted in some later
works. He was the first to introduce two new categories for the traditions used
in Imami feqh in addition to those of sound (sahthd) and weak (za7f) previously
applied. This new classification of traditions was then adopted and made
popular by ‘Allama Helli but was later repudiated by the Akbari school as an
arbitrary innovation. He composed books on ostl al-feqh and theology,
collections of sermons and prayers, a commentary on the Lamiya poem of
Mahyar Deylami in support of the rights of Imam ‘All b. Ab1 Taleb, and a
refutation of Ebn Abi’l-Hadid, most likely of his views about ‘All and the first
caliphs expressed in his Sarh Nahj al-balaga. His poetry was collected in a
divan. In his Hall al-eskal ft ma‘refat al-rejal, completed on 20 Rabi' II
644/October 4, 1246 in Hella, he relied, in addition to the basic four early
Imami rejal works, on a copy of Ebn al-Gaza’er?’s Ketab al-Zzo‘afa’ that he had
found. His autograph of the book was still available to Hasan b. Zayn-al-Din
‘Ameli, who in 991/1583 extracted from it the quotations from Aba ‘Amr
Mohammad Kassr’s Ketab al-rejal and gathered them in a book he entitled al-
Tahrir al-tawist, and to ‘Abd-Allah b. Hosayn Tostari (d. 1021/1612), who
extracted from it the quotations from Ebn al-Gaza’erT’s work (al-Darta VII, pp.
64 f.). His only works known to be extant are the following: ‘Ayn al-‘ebra ft gabn
al-etra (Najaf, 1369/1950), written under the pseudonym ‘Abd-Allah b. Esma‘il
Kateb, deals with the verses of the Qur'an about the virtues of the family of the
Prophet and the vices of their opponents. Bena’ al-magqala al-fatemiya fi naqz
al-Resala al-'otmantya, a refutation of al-Resala al-otmantya of Jahez completed
before Sawwal 665/July 1267, the date of a copy thereof (Danespazih, pp.
241-79).
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