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EBN MOSTAWFĪ, ABU’L-
BARAKĀT ŠARAF-AL-DĪN
MOBĀRAK

EBN MOSTAWFĪ, ABU’L-BARAKĀT ŠARAF-AL-DĪN MOBĀRAK b. Aḥmad b.
Mobārak Erbelī (564-637/1168-1239), historian of Erbel. Both his father and his
uncle, Ṣafī-al-Dīn ʿAlī, who translated Ḡazālī’s Naṣīḥat al-molūk from Persian
into Arabic, were also financial administrator (mostawfī). Abu’l-Barakāt did
not limit himself to arithmetical knowledge, which was essential for such an
office, but was also well versed in rhetoric, prosody, grammar, and Hadith.
Erbel in his days was an independent and prosperous city-state under the rule
of Moẓaffar-al-Dīn Kögoborī (r. 586-630/1191-1232), who is well known for his
many charitable institutions and for initiating the annual celebration of the
birthday of the Prophet during the first twelve days of Rabīʿ I (Ebn Ḵallekān,
IV, pp. 113-21). Not only during these days but all the year round, Erbel was
the center of attraction for poets, learned men, and merchants throughout the
period of Kögoborī’s rule. Abu’l-Barakāt, who was promoted to the rank of
vizier (629/1231), competed with his master in encouraging learning, in
patronizing poets and scholars, and in welcoming foreigners. When the
ʿAbbasid caliph al-Mostanṣar took Erbel upon Kögoborī’s death, Ebn Mostawfī
lost his office and stayed at home, content to pursue his life as an author. Not
long afterward, the city was invaded by the Mongols (634/1236), and Abu’l-
Barakāt, one of the few who could escape, found refuge in the city of Mosul,
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where he lived until his death.

His history of Erbel (in four volumes, of which only one is extant; Chester
Beatty, MS no. 4098) owes much to his good relations with the native
inhabitants of Erbel and the foreigners. Although the book is basically a
biographical dictionary, one can analogically infer from other city histories in
Arabic that it must have contained an introductory chapter on the city itself
and its topography. Indeed, much information can be culled from the
biographies about the social and literary life in Erbel, as well as about the
author himself. His commentary on Abū Tammām’s and Motanabbī’s dīvāns
(part of which is extant; see Brockelmann, GAL, S. I, p. 136) reveals a wide
knowledge of prose, verse, and humorous sayings which have not come down
to us. It is not easy to evaluate Abu’l-Barakāt’s poetry, because his dīvān, which
Ebn Ḵallekān praises greatly, is also lost.
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