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EBN DAI RAZI, ABU TORAB SAFI-AL-DIN MORTAZA b. Da1b. Qasem Razi
Hosaynl (or Hasanil), known as ‘Alam-al-Hoda (d. after 525/1132), Imami
traditionist and author of a heresiography in Persian. He and his brother
Mojtaba transmitted Hadith directly from Ja'far b. Mohammad Duryast1 and,
through ‘Abd-al-Rahman b. Ahmad Nisaburi, from Shaikh Tasi, Sayyed Razi,
and Sayyed Mortaza. The famous traditionist and biographer Montajab-al-Din
Qomi (504-85/1110-80) studied with and transmitted from him and from his
brother. Among his other students were Sayyed Zia-al-Din Fazl-Allah Ravandi
Kasani (d. 570/1174), Qotb-al-Din Sa‘ld Ravandi (d. 574/1178), and Ebn
Sahrasub (d. 588/1192). He had various disputations (monazarat) with Aba
Hamed Gazali, seemingly in Mecca (al-Daria I11, p. 319; Kvansari,VII, p. 165).

The Persian Tabserat al-awamm wa marefat maqalat al-anam is the only work
attributed to him. It was probably written toward the end of the 5th/11th
century, for there are quotations from Gazall’s Mizan al-‘amal. Its twenty-six
chapters contain “the explanation of religions (melal) and sects (nehal); the
detailed exposition of the opinions held by different groups of mankind
(tawa’ef al-anam): philosophers, physicists, astrologers, Zoroastrians,
Sabaeans, Kharijites, Mu'tazilites, the Shi‘ite sects, and Sufis; the discourses of
the Sunnis and the Imami tenets; the sayings of the followers of jabr
(predestination) and ‘adl (divine justice)” (al-Dart'a III, p. 318), and of the
Jahmites, Murji'ites, and Karremites; the doctrines of anthromorphists, those
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who believe in metempsychosis, A§‘arl and the Ash‘arites; and the sayings of
Jonayd as collected by ‘Abd-al-Karim QoSayr1 (d. 1073) in his Resala fi’l-
tasawwofa. An exposition of the dispute over Fadak, some infamous actions
(faza'eh) of the Omayyads, and brief explanations of several questions posed to
the Shi‘ites are also included.

According to the author of al-Darta, Ebn Da‘1 subsequently produced an Arabic
version of al-Fosiul al-tamma fi hedayat al-‘amma, although the actual
translation of the Tabsera into Arabic was made by a certain Hosayn b. ‘All
Batitli. The Tabsera was printed in 1304/1886-87 and 1319/1901-02 at the
beginning of Mohammad Tonokabon?’s Qesas al-olama’.
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