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EBN ʿARABŠĀH, ŠEHĀB-AL-DĪN
ABU’L-ʿABBĀS AḤMAD

EBN ʿARABŠĀH, ŠEHĀB-AL-DĪN ABU’L-ʿABBĀS AḤMAD b. Moḥammad …
Ḥanafī ʿAjamī (b. Damascus, 791/1389, d. Cairo, 854/1450), literary scholar and
biographer of Tamerlane (Tīmūr). According to the autobiography quoted by
Ebn Taḡrīberdī, when Tīmūr conquered Damascus in 803/1401, Ebn ʿArabšāh
and his family were transported to Tīmūr’s capital, Samarkand. He spent the
next eight years in Transoxiana and Chinese Turkestan, where he learned
Persian and Mongolian and studied with Sayyed Šarīf Moḥammad Jorjānī,
Saʿd-al-Dīn Masʿūd Taftāzānī, and Šams-al-Dīn Moḥammad Jazarī. Later, in
Ḵvārazm, Sarāy, Astrakhan, and the Crimea, he associated with the ruling
elite, scholars, and litterateurs. Around 815/1412, he entered the service of the
Ottoman sultan Moḥammad I, holding the office of confidential secretary
(kāteb al-serr). At this time, he translated several religious works from Arabic
into Turkish and ʿAwfī’s Jāmeʿ al-ḥekāyāt wa lāmeʿ al-rewāyāt from Persian into
Turkish. Ebn ʿArabšāh returned to Syria and reentered Damascus in 825/1422
after the death of Moḥammad I. There he occupied several minor religious
posts and completed his celebrated biography of Tīmūr, ʿAjāʾeb al-maqdūr fī
nawāʾeb Tīmūr. Sometime after 841/1438, he settled in Cairo, where he became
acquainted with the historians Ebn Taḡrīberdī and Saḵāwī (Saḵāwī,II, pp.
128-29, 130-31). He initially secured the favor of the Mamlūk sultan Jaqmaq
and composed several works in his name, including an adaptation of the
Marzbān-nāma entitled Fākehat al-ḵolafāʾ wa mofākahat al-ẓorafāʾ, written in
852/1448. In 854/1450, Jaqmaq imprisoned him for a few days as the result of a
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rival’s complaint. Ebn ʿArabšāh died twelve years after his release.
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