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EBN AL-TEQTAQA, SAFI-AL-DIN MOHAMMAD b. ‘Ali b. Tabataba, historian
and naqib of the ‘Alids in Hella (b. 660/1262 ?; d. after 709/1309 ?); his dates of
birth and death remain speculative (Ebn al-Teqtaqa, 1860, pp. xvi-xviii; 1895,
introd., p. 14).

Ebn al-Teqtaqga was a direct descendant of Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Abi Taleb (Ebn al-
Teqtaqa, tr. Amar, pp. x-xiii). His father, chief naqib in Iraq and overseer of the
Hella tax districts, was murdered in 672/1273 outside Baghdad, perhaps at the
instigation of ‘Ala’-al-Din ‘Ata Malek Jovayni (Boyle, p. 177; pseudo- Ebn al-
Fowati, pp. 362, 366, 377; Ebn ‘Enaba, pp. 180-81; Ebn al-Teqtaqa, 1895, pp. 4-6;
Kerkus, I, pp. 76-77; Kritzeck, pp. 166-67).

Ebn al-Teqtaga maintained an open house to scholars, among them Ebn al-
Fowatl, who visited it around 687/1288 (IV/1, pp. 60, 515; Kerkas, II, p. 78), and
was in Baghdad when Gazan visited in 696/1296-97 (pseudo-Ebn al-Fowati, pp.
492-93) or 698/1299, according to his own statement. In 697/1298 he visited
Maraga (Ebn al-Teqtaqa, 1895, pp. 43, 408). He knew Persian and married a
Persian woman from Khorasan (tr. Amar, p. Xiv).

In the winter of 701/1302, detained in Mosul on his way to Tabriz, he wrote al-
Fakrt for Fakr-al-Din Tsa, governor of Mosul (Ebn al-Fowati, IV/3, p. 277). The
work is in two parts. The first, in the “mirror for princes” genre, uses
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anecdotes to explain the collapse of the ‘Abbasid caliphate in terms of their
unfitting qualities as rulers. He commends the Mongol rulers for their justice,
discipline, and attention to such practical skills as accountancy and medicine
(Ebn al-Teqtaqa, 1895, p. 23; Kritzeck, pp. 167-69). He occasionally cites wise
sayings of Persian sages (e.g., pp. 51, 67).

Part IT surveys the Islamic dynasties from the four Orthodox Caliphs to the fall
of the ‘Abbasids in 656/1258. Dynasties such as the Buyids and the Saljugs are
treated only briefly, and some attention is paid to matters of particular
interest to the Shi‘ites. The historical material is largely derived from the
chronicle of Ebn al-Atir (d. 630/1233).

Derenbourg’s edition of the Fakri made use of a copy, dated 711/1311, that
omits the reference to Fakr-al-Din, executed for his tyranny in Ramazan
702/April 1303 (Rasid-al-Din, Jame® al-tawariko, Baku, p. 356), and shows that
Ebn al-Teqtaga continued to revise his book for other patrons. This manuscript
covers only the first part.

Ebn al-Teqtaqa evidently wrote another, undated, version of the Fakrt, entitled
Monyat al-fozala’ fi tawartk al-kolafa’ wa’l-wozara’ for Zangisah b. Badr-al-Din
Hasan of Damgan. HendasSah b. Sanjar Nakjavani translated this into Persian
around 714/1314 as Tajareb al-salaf for the Hazaraspid ruler Nosrat-al-Din
Ahmad b. YasofSah (see ATABAKAN-E LORESTAN). This contains only the
second part, to which Nakjavani added a life of the Prophet Mohammad. The
Persian translation was edited by ‘Abbas Eqbal in 1313 $./1934, on the basis of
late and faulty manuscripts. This edition was annotated in detail by Qazi
Tabataba’l. Browne (pp. 250-54) and Eqbal (p. y) noted that Nakjavani gives a
fuller treatment of Buyid and Saljuq viziers than the Fakri. Sayyed Hasan
Rawzati has published a facsimile edition of an earlier manuscript, dated
846/1443, and discusses some of the main variations between this text and the
Eqbal edition (pp. 12-14).

Ebn al-Teqtaqa apparently went to Shiraz during the governorship of ‘Ezz-al-
Din ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz (706-13/1306-13) and wrote a history for him, perhaps
another version of the Fakri (Ebn al-Fowatl, IV/1, pp. 205-06; Zarkib Sirazi, pp.
73-75). Ebn al-Fowatl quotes various poems by Ebn al-Teqtaga and mentions
another work on genealogy, called Gayat (IV/2, pp. 211, 515, 604, 784).



https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/ebn-al-air
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/atabakan-e-lorestan

Vol. VIII, Fasc. 1, pp. 58-59 @
)

BIBLIOGRAPHY

(For cited works not given in detail, see “Short References.”)

M. ‘A. ‘Azzawsi, al-Tarif bi’l-mo’arrekin fi ‘asr al-Mogul wa’l-Torkoman, Baghdad,
1376/1957, pp. 131-37.

]J. A. Boyle, “Ibn al-Tiqtaqga and the Tarikh-i Jahan-Gushay of Juvayni,” BSO(A)S
14, 1952, pp. 175-77.

Brockel-mann, GAL II, pp. 207-08, S II, pp. 201-02.

E. G. Browne, “The Tajaribu’s-Salaf, a Persian version of the Arabic Kitabu’l-
Fakhri, composed by Hindushah ibn Sanjar as-Sahibi al-Kirani in 723/1323,”
JRAS, Centenary suppl., October 1924, pp. 245-54.

Ebn ‘Enaba, ‘Omdat al-taleb fi ansab al Abt Taleb, ed. M.-H. Al Talagani, Najaf,
1380/1961, pp. 180-81.

Ebn al-Fowatl, Talkis majma‘ al-adab ft mojam al-alqab 1V, ed. M. Jawad,
Damascus, 1962-67.

pseudo-Ebn al-Fowatl, al-Hawadet al-jame‘a wa’l-tajareb al-nafe'a, ed. M. Jawad,
Baghdad, 1351/1932.

Ebn al-Teqtaqa, al-Fakr1 fi’l-adab al-soltantya wa’l-dowal al- eslamiya, ed. W.
Ahlwardt, Gotha, 1860; ed. H. Derenbourg, Paris, 1895; tr. E. Amar, as “al-
Fakhri, Histoire des dynasties musulmanes,” Archives Marocaines 16, Paris,
1910; tr. C. E. J. Whitting as Al-Fakhri, London, 1947; tr. M.-W. Golpayagani as
Tarik-e fakri, Tehran, 1360 S$./1981.

Y. Kerkus$, Tarik al-Hella, 2 vols., Najaf, 1385/1965.

]J. Kritzeck, “Ibn-al-Tiqtaqa and the Fall of Baghdad,” in J. Kritzeck and R. B.
Winder, eds., The World of Islam. Studies in Honour of Philip K. Hitti, London,
1959, pp. 159-84.

A. Mahdaw1l Damgani, “Ebn al-Teqtaqa wa ketab-e al-Fakri, Nasriya-ye
DanesSkada-ye elahiyat o ma‘aref-e eslami-e Danesgah-e Mashad 14, 1354
S./1975, pp. 359-76.




@\ EBN AL-TEQTAQA, SAFI-AL-DIN MOHAMMAD | Charles Melville
Hendusah Nakjavani, Tajareb al-salaf, ed. ‘A. Eqbal, 3rd ed., Tehran, 1357
S./1978; facs. ed., A. S. H. Rawzatl, Isfahan, 1361 S./1982.

F. Rosenthal, Political Thought in Medieval Islam, Cambridge, 1958, pp. 62-67.
Idem, “Ibn al-Tiktaka” in EI ? III, p. 956.

H. Qazi Tabataba’, “Taligat wa hawasi bar Tajareb al-salaf,” NDA Tabriz, 1351
S./1972.

Zarkub Sirazi, Straz-nama, ed. B. Karimi, Tehran, 1931.




