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EBN ABI TAHER TAYFUR,
ABU’L-FAZL AHMAD

EBN ABI TAHER TAYFUR, ABU’L-FAZL AHMAD (204-80/819-93), littérateur
(adib) and historian of Baghdad, of a Khorasani family. His extensive
adab works include treatises on poets and singing, praised by Abu’l-Faraj
Esfahani in his Ketab al-agani, and the partially extant literary anthology
Ketab al-mantiur wa’l-manzium (Cairo, 1326/1908), used by, among others, Abu
Hayyan Tawhidl in his al-Basa’er wa’l-daka’er (see the list of Ebn Abl Taher’s
works in Ebn al-Nadim, ed. Tajaddod, pp. 163-64; tr. Dodge, I, pp. 320-22).

His Ketab Bagdad treated the history of the city up to the caliphate of al-
Mohtadi (255-56/869-70), but only the greater part of volume 6 is extant, that
dealing with al-Ma’'mun’s caliphate. Tabari used this volume almost verbatim
(though he mentioned Ebn Abi Taher only once, III, p. 1516) for some three-
fifths of the account of al-Ma'mun’s reign in his own History. Ebn Abi Taher
was a lively writer of history, careful to cite documents and contemporary
sources, and with a special interest in cultural history and anecdote. His book
is thus a pioneer work of local and urban history. On Persian history it gives
information about the appointments of Taher Du’l-Yaminayn and his son
Talha to the governorship of the East, military operations in Azarbaijan
against the Korrami rebel Babak, and various local revolts in Khorasan and at
Qom during al-Ma'miun’s caliphate. Ebn Abi Taher’s son Abu’l-Hosayn ‘Obayd-
Allah (d. 313/925-26), also a well-respected adib, continued his father’s history
up to al-Moqtader’s reign (Ebn al-Nadim, p. 164; tr. Dodge, I, p. 322).
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