EBLAG
Article by Nassereddin Parvin

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 15, 1996
Last Updated: April 19, 2013

EBLAG

EBLAG (lit. “communication”), title of five Persian language newspapers.

1. A Constitutionalist weekly published in Tabriz by the printer Mahmud
Eskandani, who also published Nazmiya (1326/1908). The first issue was
published on Thursday, ‘Id-e Gadir, 18 Du’l-Hejja, probably in 1325,
corresponding to 22 January 1908 (Rabino, no. 1, gives 1326/1909, and Browne,
Press and Poetry, no. 22, gives 1324/1907; neither corresponds to a Thursday).
No more than five issues appeared. Its prose was old-fashioned and its content
religious. Format was four two-column pages, 22 x 34 cm, lithographed in
nask. Copies are accessible at Reza ‘Abbasi Museum (Tehran), Cambridge
University library (England), and Bibliothéque Nationale (Paris).

2. A biweekly newspaper published in Tehran by Mirza ‘Ali Aqa Eblag Jahromi
between Rab1' II 1343/September-October 1924 and 1345/1926. Sadr HaSem1
thought incorrectly that it was published in Shiraz. Format was four three-
column pages, 41 X 56 cm, typeset. Copies are accessible at Majles Library II
(Tehran).

3. A continuation (“3rd year”) of the biweekly above, published in Bombay by
the same Eblag between April 1927 and the end of the year. Format was four
four-column pages, 28 x 41.5 cm, lithographed. A copy of one issue is at the
University of Isfahan library.

4. A government broadside published in Kabul one to three times a week
during the years 1300-05 S./1921-26. It was posted on walls in major Afghan
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towns. It contained summaries from other official newspapers and was used
to promulgate laws and make official announcements. The public called it
Akbar-e raygan, “the free news,” or Moft-e divari, “the free poster.” It was
edited by Mirza Mohammad-Akbar Khan and later Sayyed Mohammad I$an
Hosaynli, a noted calligrapher in whose handwriting the newspaper was
published. Format was one page, 24 x 34 cm, later 33 x 50 cm, with one or two
columns, lithographed in nastaliq. Some copies are accessible at major Afghan
libraries.

5. A magazine said to have been published in Urmia in 1312 $./1933. No extant
copies are known.
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