DUNQESLAQ
Article by Klaus Fischer

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 15, 1996
Last Updated: April 19, 2013

DUNQESLAQ

DUNQESLAQ (Dong Qeslaq), group of pre-Islamic and Islamic archeological
sites on the Emam Saheb plain in the Qondaz province of Afghanistan, about
10 km south of the Oxus, 37° 10’ N, 68° 59’ E. The pre-Islamic sites date mainly
from the Hephthalite-Turkish period (5th-9th centuries), and there are also
traces of Islamic settlements of the 10th-13th centuries (Ball and Gardin, I, no.
307). Earlier traces include abandoned canal systems providing evidence that
artificial irrigation was practiced in this area from prehistory. Mud-brick ruins
and pottery finds are classified according to local type sites: Watagan Tepe,
Emam Sayyed, Majar, Tepe Dungeslaq, Tepe Afgani, and Tarani. Field research
was interrupted by political and military events in 1358 $./1979.
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