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DU-BAHRAYN

DU-BAHRAYN, a term in Persian and Arabic prosody designating a poem that
can be scanned according to two or more different meters (bahr). Traditionally
it has been considered a rhetorical embellishment (badt; q.v.) and known as
Ser-e molawwan or motatawwan (lit., “variegated poem™). In Persian poetry
the two meters ramal(-v—-/-v—-——-/-v-)and sari' (v v-/-vuv—-/—uv-)are
considered the most compatible and have often been used in this genre.
Majma’ al-bahrayn by Katebi Nisapuri (d. 838 or 839/1435) and Sehr-e halal by
Ahl1 Sirazi (d. 942/1535-36) were composed entirely in these two meters (e.g.,
Saqt az an sisa-ye Mansur-dam | Bar rag o bar risa-ye man sur dam; Ahli, p.
626).

A verse may be scanned as a dia-bahrayn if the final short vowels can be
scanned as long vowels, if final long vowels followed by initial vowels can be
changed to short vowels, and if initial hamzas can be eliminated.

Some verses may be scanned in more than two meters, for example, Lab-e to
marham-e ‘aseq, katt-e to kama-ye Mani / Gam-e to miines-e kater, qadd-e to
saya-ye tuba. It can be scanned in three, the third being bahr-e mojtat :

u———/u———/u———/u———
uu——/uu——/uu——/uu——

u—u—/uu——/u—u—/uu——

Verses of this kind have been called jame* al-bohur (Wa'ez Kasefl, p. 122). Mirza
Na‘Tm Sedehi (b. 1272/1855-56) wrote a poem that can be scanned in seven
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different ways (To serr-e haqq-1 o to kasti-e Nuh / To haqq-e serr-1 o to yahy1 [sic;
probably to be read mohyi]-e jan), in bahr-e ramal-e makbun, bahr-e ramal,
hazaj, sart, motaqareb, kafif, and qarib-e akrab. Rasid-al-Din Vatvat (p. 54)
mentioned a book of poetry, Kanz al-gara’eb by the 11th-century poet Ahmad
Mansiri, that reportedly contained a verse that could be scanned in more than
thirty different ways.

See also ‘ARUZ.
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