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DOKUZ KATUN

DOKUZ (DOQUZ) KATUN (d. 29 Sa’ban 663/16 June 1265), chief wife of the II-
khan Hilegu (Hulaga; 654-63/1256-65) and granddaughter of Wang (Ong)
Khan, leader of the Nestorian Christian Kereyit (Karayet) tribe domiciled near
present-day Ulan Bator. After Wang Khan’s defeat by the future Cengiz Khan
in 1203 she was given to the latter’s youngest son, Tolui (Tali). The marriage
was apparently not consummated, and, when Tolui died in 630/1233 she
passed into the care of his son Hulegi, who married her during his expedition
to Persia in 654-56/1256-58. He had considerable respect for her judgment, and
she was able to intercede for the Christians after the Mongol sack of Baghdad
in 656/1258; she was also instrumental in securing the election of Mar Denha
as Nestorian catholicus in 1265. A mobile church with bells was erected in her
camp (ordu). She survived Hiilegi by only four months; there is no evidence to
support the thirteenth-century Armenian historian Stephanos Orbelian’s claim
(pp- 234-35) that she was poisoned by the saheb-divan (i.e., Jovayni).

Although Doquz Katun produced no children, Hulegi had offspring from
several concubines in her entourage, and her influence continued to be felt;
she helped to ensure the succession for his son Abaqa (663-80/1265-82).
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