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DIONYSIUS

DIONYSIUS (Gk. Dionýsios) of Miletus, Greek historiographer, who may have
lived in the 5th century B.C.E. and is said to have written a book about Persian
history after the death of Darius I (cf. Suda, s.v., where five books of Events
after Darius and Persiká, written in the Ionian dialect, are listed among his
works). As in the only surviving historical notice, preserved in a scholium to
Herodotus, there is reference to the removal of the false Smerdis, it seems
probable that the fragment belongs to the introductory, “retrospective” part of
Dionysius’ books and that the detailed description of Persian history began
only with the death of Darius.
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