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DEYLAMAN (DISTRICT)

DEYLAMAN (Daylaman), district and town in Gilan. The district is about 37
km north-south by 23 km and is located at an elevation of about 2,000 m on the
northern slope of the western Alborz east of the Safidrud. It is bordered on the
north by Lahijan, on the east by the Jawaherdeh highlands, on the south by
‘Ammarli, and on the west by the region of Rahmatabad. It is relatively cool in
summer, and the winters are harsh and cold (Fukai, p. 1; Sotada, pp. 14-15).

The district includes the headwaters of the Polamrud and the valleys of
various tributary streams (Fukai, pp. 1-5). Many ancient sites are found there,
particularly including cemeteries: Morad Tappa and Mohammad Salar near
Siakarbon, the cemeteries at Pila Sah and Araski, Aqa Sayyed Mohammad
northeast of Langol, Zarkal northwest of Asiabar, the cemetery north of
[Sakth, Lar-e Takt and Luar near Lur, St Gol northeast of Qeslaq, the cemetery
at Sitahkuh, Baba Molhed at Siahkal and another Baba Molhed south of the
tomb of Baba Wali, the cemetery at Yahudi Mahalla, and Karsakani near the
town of Deylaman (Sottuida, pp. 49-50).

Clandestine excavations at these sites have produced material from the 2nd
millennium B.C.E,, indicating the archeological importance of the area, but
much more valuable information has been provided by the scientific
excavations conducted from 1960 to 1964 by the Institute of Oriental Culture of
the University of Tokyo at several sites, including Ghalekuti (Qal‘a-ye Kutl) I
and IT and Hasani Mahalla. The excavated tombs yielded grayish brown,
burnished red-brown, and dark brown pottery vessels; bronze and iron
weapons; bronze mirrors; glass vessels; bone implements; and personal
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ornaments.

The material from Ghalekuti I and nearby Lasulkan is of the early Iron Age,
spanning the late 2nd and early 1st millennia B.C.E. (Fukai and Ikeda, p. 3).
This period encompassed the transition from the Bronze to the Iron Age and
the period when native states were first established in the Alborz highlands.
The tombs at Ghalekuti I include pit graves, stone chambers, and a few that do
not fit either category. Grave goods included the kinds of objects already
mentioned. Dwellings were also uncovered (Egami et al.,, pp. 10-21; Fukai and
Ikeda, 1971, p. 3). The material from Lasulkan is of a later phase of the Iron
Age; four circular stone tombs and two pit burials were excavated there. A
study of the skeletons uncovered at both sites revealed both dolichocephalic
and brachycephalic types as well as some with characteristics of both (Egami
et al.,, p. 28). At Ghalekuti II stone chambers, pit burials, and shaft graves
yielded an assemblage of material of the Early Iron Age and a second of the
Parthian or Sassanian period, ca. 200 B.C.E.-600 C.E. (Fukai and Ikeda, pp. 3-4;
Toshihiko and Fukai, 1968, p. 51), identified by comparative analysis of pottery
and tool finds. At Hasani Mahalla, east of the village of Deylaman, eight grave
shafts yielded iron and bronze implements (Toshihiko and Fukai, 1968, p. 27)
of the same periods. At Nowruz Mahalla the Japanese excavated nine pit
graves and six shaft graves, and at Korramrud seventeen horizontal
underground tombs and one original type were discovered, all contemporary
with those at Hasani Mahalla (Fukai and Ikeda, 1971, pp. 3-4).

All the tombs so far excavated in the Deylaman region have been tentatively
assigned to two general periods: from the end of the Bronze Age to the early
Iron Age (late 2nd millennium B.C.E.) and from the late Achaemenid through
the Sasanian period.

See also DEYLAMITES.
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