DERHAM B. NAZ
Article by Clifford Edmund Bosworth

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 15, 1994
Last Updated: November 7, 2013

DERHAM B. NAZ

DERHAM B. NAZR (or Nasr or Hosayn), commander of ‘ayyars or motawwe'a,
orthodox Sunni vigilantes against the Kharijites in Sistan during the period
immediately preceding the rise of the Saffarid brothers to supreme power
there. Derham was chosen by the Sunni forces in the field to succeed the ‘ayyar
leader Saleh b. Nazr Kenani (nowhere mentioned as a brother of Derham) in
Jomada II 244/October 858; he seems to have remained in command until
ousted three years later by his own subordinate the Saffarid Ya‘qub b. Layt
(Moharram 247/April 861). His later years are obscure, but he may have been
reconciled with Ya'qub and employed as an envoy to the ‘Abbasid caliph,
probably al-Mo‘tamed (256-79/870-92; Estakri, pp. 246-47; Ebn Hawqal, pp.
419-20; tr. Kramers, pp. 407-08) or imprisoned at Samarra (Tabari, III, p. 1892).
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