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DEDMARI, KYAJA MOHAMMAD-
AZAM

DEDMARI, KYAJA MOHAMMAD-A'ZAM b. Kayr-al-Zaman KaSmiri
(1103-79/1691-1765), historian, poet, and Sufi of Kashmir. He was born in the
Dédmar quarter of Srinagar, hence his nesba (attributive name) Dédmarl.
From his early years he studied traditional Islamic sciences with renowned
scholars at the madrasas of Molla ‘Abid and ‘Abd-al-Razzaq in Srinagar. As a
young poet he benefited from the guidance of the poet Nar-al-Din Sareq (d.
1127/1714) and later studied with Mohammad-Reza Mostaq Kasmir1 (d.
1143/1730) and Molla ‘Abd-al-Hakim Sate® (1143/1730). Mohammad-A‘zam
joined the NagSbandi order of Sufis in 1119/1706 and remained under the
spiritual guidance of Molla Mohammad-Morad NagsSbandi (d. 1131/1718),
leader of the order in Kashmir, for twelve years.

Kvaja Mohammad-Azam, a prolific writer, used the pen nameA‘zam for his
poetry. Although no collection of his poems has survived, several chronograms
and poems scattered throughout his Wagqe‘at-e Kasmir show that he was
accomplished in the art. Wage'at-e Kasmir is a compendium of political, social,
literary, and intellectual information about Kashmir from ancient times to the
year 1148/1735 (Rieu, Persian Manuscripts I, pp. 300-01). Kvaja Mohammad-
A‘zam also wrote on mysticism and the Sufi orders of Kashmir. His works
include Fayz-e Morad, Resala-ye fawa'ed al-Reza, Resala-ye feraq-nama,
Qawa'‘ed al-masayek, Resala-ye etbat al-jabr, Tajrabat al-talebin, Asjar al-kold,
and Tamarat al-asjar.
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He was buried in Dédmar.
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