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DAWLATABADI,SAYYED ‘ALI-MOHAMMAD (b. Dawlatabad, 1341/1868, d.
Tehran, Sawwal 1341/May-June 1923), prominent politician and deputy of the
Persian parliament. He was the third son of Hajj Sayyed Mirza Had1
Dawlatabadi, reputed to have been leader of the Azali Babis (Tartk-e bidart, ed.
Sa‘ldi Sirjani, 2nd ed., I, p. 649), and a younger brother of Yahya Dawlatabadi.
‘Ali-Mohammad received his first formal schooling in Najaf, where his father
had gone to continue his own religious studies, in 1292-94/1875-77. His family
then returned to Isfahan, where he studied with Molla Mohammad Kasi and
Jahangir Khan Qas$qa’l and then with Hajj Mirza Badl’ and ‘Alam-al-Hoda
Kalbasl. It is unclear from the sources what intellectual currents these men
represented and therefore the kinds of ideas to which ‘Ali-Mohammad was
exposed under their tutelage. Later, in Tehran, both ‘Ali-Mohammad and his
brother Yahya seem to have been students of the philosopher Aqa Mirza Abu’l-
Hasan Jelwa, suggesting the heterodox tendencies with which both have been
identified (Dawlatabadi, p. 17; Dawlatabadi, Hayat-e Yahya I, p. 112).

The oppression of the prince Zell-al-Soltan’s government in Isfahan and his
animosity toward the Dawlatabadi family (Dawlatabadi, pp. 13-15;
Dawlatabadi, Hayat-e Yahya I, pp. 39-44, 111-17) did much to shape ‘Al1-
Mohammad’s political outlook. He became active in the constitutional
movement and a key figure in several important episodes. He seems to have
played a role, through his friend the Ottoman ambassador Sams-al-Din Beg, in
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obtaining from the Qajar court accession to the demands of the clerics who
had taken sanctuary (bast) in the shrine of Shah ‘Abd-al-‘Azim in December
1905 (Tartk-e bidart, ed. Sa‘1d1 Sirjani, I, pp. 357-59; Dawlatabadi, Hayat-e Yahya
IL, pp. 19-21; Sarif Kasani, I, p- 33; see CONSTITUTIONAL REVOLUTION ii); he
may also have participated in the exodus to Qom in July 1906 (Dawlatabadi,
Hayat-e Yahya 11, p. 71).

After going underground in the wake of the coup by Mohammad-‘All Shah
(1324-27/1907-09) in 1326/1908 (Sarif Kasani, I, p- 194), ‘Ali-Mohammad
emerged as one of the leaders of the Moderate party Hezb-e e‘tedal during the
Second Majles. Though bitter rivals of the Democrats (Hezb-e demokrat), ‘Ali-
Mohammad and his colleagues joined them in forming the National defense
committee(Komita-ye defa-e melll) in the wake of Russian and British
occupation of Persia during World War I (Dawlatabadi, Hayat-e Yahya I11, pp.
120, 332). The committee, which became a provisional government, with ‘Ali-
Mohammad as an integral member, was based in Kermans$ah. From the small
number of references to him in the memoirs of his brother Yahya and Yahya’s
own detachment from political parties in this period, it appears that the
brothers were not closely associated in their public lives; indeed, there may
have been some coolness between them (see, e.g., Hayat-e Yahya 111, pp.
120-21).

‘Ali-Mohammad was elected to represent consituency of Lorestan in the
Fourth Majles, which convened in 1299/1921; he served as deputy until his
death two years later.
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