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DAʿWAT AL-ESLĀM

DAʿWAT AL-ESLĀM, a biweekly Persian journal published in Bombay by Ḥājj
Sayyed Moḥammad Dāʿī-al-Eslām from 1 Ramażān 1324/19 October 1906 until
the end of 1326/1909; it was the organ of an association of the same name,
which had its center in Bombay. The journal was religious, and its
contributors engaged in polemics against faiths other than Islam and against
other, more nationalist Persian publications in India. It also included world
news and news about Indian Muslims. It was frequently endorsed by ranking
religious leaders and received financial assistance from wealthy believers.

All the articles in the first issue were published in both Persian and Urdu.
Beginning with the second issue, the articles were published in Persian with a
supplement in Urdu, consisting mainly of translations of the Persian articles.
The first fourteen issues were lithographed on sixteen double-column pages,
measuring 12.5 by 28 cm; the remainder were set in type and measured 16.5
by 19.5 cm. There were no illustrations. The title page contained the name and
address of the paper, subscription price, and date of publication. The annual
subscription rate for India was 3 rupees with the Urdu supplement and 2
rupees without it (3 annas for a single issue), for Persia 1 toman, for the
Ottoman empire 1 majīdī, for the Caucasus and Turkestan 2 rubles, and for
other regions 4.5 French francs.

Serial collections are kept in the central library of Tehran University, the
library of Āstān-e qods-e rażawī in Mašhad, the Asia Institute at Shiraz, the
library of the University of Cambridge, and the Bibliothèque Nationale at
Versailles.
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Daʿwat al-Eslām was also the name of an underground newspaper published
in Tehran during the month of Rabīʿ I 1327/March 1909.
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