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DAVID, JACOB

DAVID, JACOB (b. Seyr village, 15 November 1873; d. Chicago, 26 May
1967), Assyrian pastor and relief worker. After completing his primary
education in his home village, west of Urmia, he entered Qalla, the American
Presbyterian missionary boarding school for boys in Urmia. Following
completion of secondary school, he traveled to the United States in 1893,
enrolled at Brown University and graduated in the class of 1899. Two years
later he completed courses at Newton Theological Seminary (later Andover-
Newton Theological Seminary) and was ordained a pastor.

He returned to Urmia where, from 1904 to 1918, he assisted Dr. William Shedd
(1865-1918; Following immigration to the United States in 1921, he became a
national speaker for the American Committee for Near East Relief. In Chicago,
where a large Assyrian community from Iran began to grow with the arrival
of more refugees during the 1920s, Rabi (teacher) David worked for twenty
years (1929-49) at the Chicago Tract Society engaged in missionary work in the
Midwestern part of the United States. His wife, Judat Moorhatch David (q.v.),
wrote an important account of the war years in Urmia and Tabriz where she
engaged in caring for orphans.
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