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DASTJERDANI, JAMAL-AL-DIN

DASTJERDANI, JAMAL-AL-DIN, Il-khanid bureaucrat. He first came to
prominence as inspector of awqaf (pious endowments) in Iraq in 683/1284.
Later, during the reign of Argun (683-90/1284-91), he acted as kateb (scribe) to
the Jewish administrator Sa‘d-al-Dawla, who was attempting to repair the
financial ravages of Buqa, who is notable for having been the only Mongol to
have headed the Il-khanid Persian bureaucracy. During the brief reign of
Baydu (694/1295) Jamal-al-Din served as chief vizier (saheb-divan; Jomada I
694-Safar 695/March-November 1295). He was restored to that office a few
months later by the new ruler, Gazan Khan (694-703/1295-1304), succeeding
Saraf-al-Din Semnani. But his good fortune lasted a very short time: He was
brought to trial on charges instigated by one of his predecessors, Sadr-al-Din
Zanjani, who then succeeded him. During his trial the alleged facts of
treasonable correspondence between the influential Amir Nowraz and the
Mamluks during the reign of Bayda came to light. Dastjerdani was said to have
prepared, on the orders of Nowruz, a substitute version of the “genuine”
correspondence, in order to present it to Gazan Khan. The version produced at
the trial was, however, according to J. A. Boyle (pp. 382-83), a forgery
concocted by Nowraz’s enemy Sadr al-Din. This incident precipitated a crisis
leading to Nowruz’s fall and death. Jamal-al-Din was himself executed on 28
Duw’l-hejja 695/27 October 1296.
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