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DARV

DARVIS, a poor, indigent, ascetic, and abstemious person or recluse (Av.
dragu-, driyu- “the needy one, dependent”; Lommel, pp. 127-28; pace AirWh.
777: “poor, needy; Mid. Pers. driyos “worthy poor, needy; one who lives in holy
indigence”; Pazand daryos; NPers. daryos > daryos > darvis). Paul Horn
(Etymologie, s.v. derves) connected it with New Persian derig “regret, sorrow,”
a connection that Heinrich Hubschmann (Persische Studien, p. 62) rightly
doubted. (For further discussion of the word, see Lommel, p. 129, with
references; Borhan-e qgate’, ed. MoIn, II, p. 846.)

i. In the pre-Islamic period.

ii. In the Islamic period.
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