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DANES, TAQI

DANES, TAQI (b. Tabriz, 1278 $./1861, d. Tehran 5 Esfand 1327 S./24 February
1948), poet and government official. His father, Mirza Hosayn Wazir-e Tafres],
also known as Bolur (crystal), was a government accountant (mostawfi) and
official of the private quarters at the court of Naser-al-Din Shah (1264-
-1313/1848-96). The young Danes studied literature and theology under Mirza
Abu’l-Hasan Jelwa and Molla ‘Abd-al-Samad Yazdi and calligraphy under
Mirza ‘Ali-Mohammad Safa. He served as revenue officer (mostawfi) and clerk
under Mirza Yasof Mostawfi-al-Mamalek in Tehran, Mas‘dd Mirza Zell-al-
Soltan in Isfahan, Mahmud Naser-al-Molk in Kurdistan (ten years) and Amin-
al-Soltan in Tehran. At first known by the title zia-e laskar, he was later
granted the title mostasar-e azam. He was transferred for a brief period to the
foreign ministry and later appointed deputy governor (nayeb-al-eyala) of Yazd.
He also spent some time in Khorasan on a government assignment. During the
“lesser despotism” (estebdad-e sagir) of Mohammad-'Al1 Shah (1324-27/1907-09)
Danes was in Gilan, where he joined the constitutionalists. During the reigns of
Ahmad Shah (1327-44/1909-25) and Reza Shah (1304-20 $./1925-41) he was the
head of the justice department and mayor of Shiraz, where he remained for
twenty years. He spent his last few years in Tehran.

In his verse technique Danes followed the classical poets, more particularly
those of the Korasani school, in his lifetime more commonly known as the
Torkestani school. He composed in many different poetic forms: qasida, gazal,
matnawti, qet'a. His themes were equally diverse, encompassing philosophy,
mysticism, history and politics (the constitutional movement, the Ottoman
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occupation of Urmia, Reza Shah in Kuzestan), patriotism, panegyric (to Imam
‘Al1, Safa-‘All Shah, Reza Shah, Zahir al-Dawla), chronograms (madda-ye tarik),
riddles (logaz), burlesques (fokahtyat), and collegial correspondence
(ekwantyat). His divan has been published, and many poets and other literary
figures have praised his work, among them Mohammad-Hosayn Foragi, Sayk-
al-Ra’is Hayrat Qajar, and more recently Jalal Homa'1.

Danes$’s reputation rests less on his serious poetry than on his Divan-e Hakim
Surt, a book of witty verses about culinary delights and conviviality,
gourmandise, and freeloading. In this work he emulated the style and example
of the 14th-century poet Boshaq At'ema and others; the work is quite useful for
the lexical and idiomatic elements that it contains. The Divan-e Hakim Siirt was
first published in Bombay (1309/1891) and later reprinted in Tehran four
times. Among Dane§’s other compositions are Nusin-ravan, a matnawl about
Kosrow I AnoSiravan; Tadkera-ye as-e kaskian, emulating the satirical spirit of
Tadkera-ye yakcaliya by Mirza Mohammad-'All Modahhab Esfahani, written in
1260/1844; Tadkera-ye sadr-e azami, about poets who wrote in praise of Amin
al-Soltan; and Nan wa’l-qalam, a biographical tadkera of calligraphers in three
volumes. None of these works has yet been published.
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