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DAT BOKARI

DA‘I, MIRZA SAMS-AL-DIN BOKARI (d. 1303/ 1885), poet from Bukhara,
probably born during the reign of Amir Nasr-Allah (1242-77/1827-60). He was
appointed secretary by Nir-al-Din, the Manghit governor of Carjuy. His career
illustrates the life of a provincial court poet in the Bukharan emirate and the
continuation of the tradition of poet-secretaries at the end of the 19th century.
Da1lived through the period of transition in Bukhara from independent emir-
ate to protectorate of the Russian empire, in 1290/1873. He was one of the last
poets patronized by the Manghits. Like most poets of this period (Rypka, Iran.
Lit., p. 525), Da1 left no divan. His poetry must be collected from his own notes
(bayoz/bayaz), as well as from three contemporary tadkeras, of which
manuscripts are kept in the library of the Akademiya Nauk of Uzbekistan,
Tashkent: Tadkerat al-so‘ara’ by HaSmat (mss. nos. 61, 2728), Tadkerat al-So‘ara’
by ‘Abd1 (ms. no. 64), and Tadkor al-as‘ar by Sadri Zie (Sadr-e 713’; ms. no.
1304). It is not clear that these poems represent his total output.

Sadr-al-Din ‘Ayni published (pp. 285-87) three of DaTs poems that had been
cited by Sadri Zie. Da1 appears to have been attracted by both lyrical themes,
under the influence of Bidel, and the simplified style promoted by Ahmad
Doni§ (Danes; 1242-1314/1827-97) and his disciples Asiri, ‘Ayni, Hayrat,
Moztareb, Savdo (Sawda), Sohin (Sahin), Somi (Sami), and Vozeh (Wazeh), all
poets of the pre-Jadid (the “new Turkish” movement founded in Bukhara after
the Russian Revolution of 1917) period. DaT also dealt with social problems
that later became more common themes in the literature of this area.



https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/bukhara-index
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/ayni-sadr-al-din
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/bidel-bedil-mirza-abd-al-qader-b
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/danes-pen-name-of-moin-al-wezara-mirza-reza-khan-arfa-arfa-al-dawla-ca

@\ DAT BOKARI | Cathérine Poujol

BIBLIOGRAPHY

S. ‘Ayni, Namunai adablyoti tojik (Namuna-ye adablyat-e tajik), Samarkand,
1925.

R. Hodizade, Istochniki k izucheniyu tadzhikskol literatury vtorol poloviny XIX
v. (Sources for the study of Tajik literature of the second half of the 19th
century), Stalinabad (Dushanbe), 1956.

Idem, Adabiyati tojik dar nimai duvvumi asri XIX (Adabtyat-e tajik dar nima-ye
dovvom-e ‘asr-e 19), Dushanbe, 1968.

Idem, Istoriya tadzhikskogo naroda (History of the Tajik people) II, Dushanbe,
1964.

Uzbek Sovet Ensiklopediyasi IV, Tashkent, 1973, p. 85.




