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DĀ O DOḴTAR

DĀ O DOḴTAR (lit., “Mother and daughter,” translated by Herzfeld as “The
Nurse and the princess”), an important rock-cut tomb, probably of the early
Hellenistic period, at the northwestern corner of the Mamasanī region of Fārs.
The tomb is situated near Kūpān on the road to Ḵūzestān between Nūrābād
and Dogonbadān. From Kūpān it can be reached via the village of Ḥosaynābād
(3 km distant), from which it lies about half an hour’s walk northwest.

The interior consists of a large tomb chamber equal in width to the facade
between the framing elements, a measure that also corresponds to the height
of the sculptured portico. There are no graves in the floor of this chamber, as
was probably originally intended, but only a T-shaped drainage channel. A
large hole in the ceiling gives access to a second chamber, apparently carved
out at a later date (Figure 25a, Figure 25b). Among all the rock-cut tombs of the
former territory of Media (von Gall, 1966; idem, 1974; idem, 1988; Huff, 1971)
and of Fārs (Huff, 1990) the one at Dā o Doḵtar most closely resembles the
royal Achaemenid tombs, in that four engaged columns on the facade appear
to support a flat roof. On the other hand, the shape of these columns and their
capitals, the entablature with deep central panel, the stepped crenellations,
and in particular the small size (facade: 5.50 x 5.80 m; cf. tomb of Darius I, 7.82
x 18.57 m) set it apart.

The columns are arranged in two pairs (“twin columns”; cf. Stronach, p. 304)
flanking the door, so that the central intercolumniation is the widest, in strong
contrast to the intercolumniations at the royal Achaemenid tombs, which are
approximately equal but with a tendency for the central one to be slightly
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narrower (Schmidt, pp. 77-107). Each of the columns rests on a base consisting
of two plinths and a torus (Figure 26) and is crowned by a simplified Ionic
capital, the volutes of which project strongly from the shaft. This feature lends
a pseudo-archaic character to the monument and led Ernst Herzfeld, who
discovered it, to suggest an early date, in the late 7th or early 6th century b.c.e.
(“tomb of Teïspes or Cyrus I”; Herzfeld, 1935, p. 35; idem, 1941, p. 208).
Although Sir Mark Aurel Stein (p. 47) questioned this attribution, Roman
Ghirshman (1951, p. 106; idem, 1963, p. 132), Louis Vanden Berghe (1959, p.
58), and Giorgio Gullini (p. 310) have all accepted it.

The closest parallels to the columns at Dā o Doḵtar are to be found in a
structure at Ḵorha north of Maḥallāt (Kleiss, 1973, pp. 180-82; idem, 1981, pp.
65-67), though the Ionic capitals there are even more simplified. This building
is usually dated to the Seleucid or Parthian period. The pairing of the columns
at Dā o Doḵtar reflects the influence of Hellenistic facade decoration (Lauter,
p. 139; Bieber, p. 170), known from theaters, nymphaea, and decorative gates
(see darvāza). It thus provides a decisive argument for a similar late date for
Dā o Doḵtar. This style was continued in Roman times and was taken as the
model for such highly developed facades as that of the Parthian palace at
Aššur, with its paired triple and quadruple engaged columns (Andrae and
Lenzen, 1933, pp. 25ff.). The early Hellenistic period thus seems the most
probable date for Dā o Doḵtar, which is registered as no. 299 in the list of
historical monuments of Persia.
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