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ČŪB ḴAṬṬ

ČŪB-ḴAṬṬ (or čūḵaṭṭ; var. čūb-qaṭṭ; Dehḵodā, s.v.; in Šūštar, Kāzerūn, and
other parts of southern Persia kana; Nīrūmand, pp. 150, 382; Behrūzī, pp.
224-25, 486), a stick 20-30 cm long formerly used by neighborhood
shopkeepers, especially butchers and bakers, to keep individual charge
accounts. In Afghanistan it was also used to keep track of profits (Afḡānīnevīs,
p. 194). It was in common use in both cities and villages until the early decades
of this century, when illiteracy was still widespread. Individual customers
made agreements with the shopkeeper that each time he made a certain
quantity of purchases on credit the shopkeeper would make one cut on the
čūḵaṭṭ, which was kept by the customer (not by the shopkeeper, as suggested
by Jamālzāda, p. 92). At the end of the month the customer would pay for his
purchases according to the number of cuts registered. With the rise of literacy
in the 20th century the čūḵaṭṭ has become obsolete.

Čūb-ḵaṭṭ is also the designation for arrow-shaped wooden bookmarkers used,
especially by children, to follow the lines when reading the Qurʾān.
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