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CORMAGUN

CORMAGUN (Mongol Cormagun; in Pers. also written Jarmagan), Mongol
general and military governor in Persia, d. ca. 639/1242. His name, sometimes
encountered as Cormagan, is a diminutive form of Corman (see Cleaves).
According to Rasid-al-Din (Jame® al-tawarik, Moscow, p. 150), he was a quiver
bearer (qorct) to Cengiz Khan and belonged to the Sonit (Sunit) tribe; the
designation “Otegedei” found in the Secret History of the Mongols (par. 260) is
apparently derived from 6tegii bogol “tribal slave” and is not strictly speaking
an ethnicon (see Pelliot and Hambis, p. 86). Following the enthronement of the
great khan Ogedei (Iktay) in 626/1229 Cormagun was sent to Persia with an
army, set by Jovayni (ed. Qazvini, I, pp. 149-50) at 30,000 men, by Rasid-al-Din
(Moscow, p. 150) at four tiimens (i.e., 40,000 men), and by Juzjani (Tabagqat 11, p.
158) at 50,000 men. These troops are described as tama (tama); that is, they
were intended as a permanent army of occupation. He was given overall
command of the Mongol forces already fighting against the Khwarezmians;
the last Kvarazms$ah, Sultan Jalal-al-Din, was killed in flight in 628/1231, and
his followers moved into Mesopotamia. Cormagun secured the submission of
the rulers of Fars and Kerman (Juzjani, Tabagqat I, pp. 158-59) and later sent a
force to besiege Isfahan, which held out until 633/1235-36 (Woods). His forces
also appear to have skirmished frequently with those of the ‘Abbasid caliph
(Juzjani, Tabaqat 11, pp. 158, 189), though no major campaigns were launched
against Baghdad until some years after Cormagun’s death. His principal
achievements, however, were in the northwest, where he subjugated
Azarbaijan and Arran, the territories that would later form the kernel of
Mongol dominion in Persia under the Il-khans, and in the years 633-37/1236-39



https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/jalal-al-din-kvarazmsahi-mengbirni

(3

@\ CORMAGUN | Peter Jackson

reduced to tributary status the Georgian kingdom and the numerous local
dynasts in Greater Armenia. When the Mongol generals divided up Armenia
among themselves, Cormagun’s personal share, according to the chronicler
Vardan Arawelc’i (tr. Dulaurier, pp. 282-83), was Ani, Kars, and the neigh-

boring country, although Grigor of Akner (p. 303) asserted that Cormagun’s
headquarters were located at Ganja.

Cormagun’s sphere of authority, however, was steadily eroded during Ogedei’s
reign: First, in 630/1232-33, the great khan recognized Cin Temiir (Cin
Timur) as governor of Khorasan and Mazandaran (Jovayni, II, p. 222); and
subsequently, in 637/1239-40, the fiscal administration of all the territories
Cormagun had conquered was transferred to one of Cin Temiir’s successors,
the Uighur Korguz (Kurgaz), whose staff took over the levying of taxes in the
regions south of the Caucasus from Cormagun’s officers and thus deprived
them of a significant source of private income (Jovayni, II, pp. 236, 237-38). In
639/1242 Cormagun, incapacitated by a paralytic disease, was succeeded by his
deputy, Baiju (Bayju), though his wife *Altani for a time wielded considerable
influence. He appears to have died soon afterward. Cormagun’s son Siremiin
(Siramiin) later served in Persia under the Il-khans Hiilegii (Hulag) and
Abaqa.

Cormagun emerges from the limited sources available as a simple soldier, with
little concern or aptitude for administrative responsibilities. Jovayni (IL, p. 219)
accused him of neglecting the proper subjugation of Khorasan, a task fulfilled
by his rival Cin Temiir, and referred later (p. 244) to the ill effects of his
predatory policy and that of Baiju in the Tabriz region. In 1246-47 John of
Plano Carpini, the first papal ambassador to the great khan, heard an
exaggerated account of the conquests of “Chirpodan” (ed. Van den Wyngaert,
pp- 67, 74-75; Historia Tartarorum, p. 21).
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