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CERAM

CERAM or CORUM, a small tribal confederacy (1) inhabiting the dehestan of
Ceram, in the Kahgiliiya region, in southwestern Persia. The residence of its
chiefs is at Talgerd, some 50 kilometers northeast of Behbahan. Today the
Cerams are almost all sedentary. In 1362 $./1983 only 786 families were
nomads (kicrow; Afsar, I, p. 583, citing Sazman-e Barnama o Budja-ye Ostan-e
Kuhgiluya o Boir Ahmad). In the past their winter quarters were in the Belad-e
Sapir and their summer quarters in the Raven region. In the 1300s/1890s the
confederacy comprised the following tribes: Begler (the chiefs’ tribe), Bonari,
Parukiri (or Parvkiril), Tarmuni, Hosam Baha’-al-Dini, Dilgln, §ayl_< Golbar,
Gostasb, Kamankesi, and Masihsahi (FasaT, II, p. 273). Recent sources, such as
Bavar (pp. 103-05), Zarrabi (p. 299), and Afsar (I, pp. 583-87) differ widely as to
the names of the component tribes of the Ceram.

Little is known about the history of the Ceram. The names of their tribes
suggest that the confederacy is an amalgam of Turkic and Lur elements, but
none of the available sources indicates when these tribes moved into the
Kuhgilaya. Fasa’l (ca. 1900; loc. cit.) estimated the number of Ceram at barely
600 or 700 households; Demorgny (1913, p. 115) and Kayhan (1930s; Jografia 11,
p. 88) at 1,000 households; Bavar (1945, p. 105) at 1,200 households; Zarrabi
(1960, p. 299) at 4,800 individuals. AfSar (1987, I, p. 583) cites two other
(identical) estimates: 1,275 households in 1347 $./1968 (Mo’assasa-ye Ejtema‘-e
Danesgah-e Tehran) and 1360 S./1981 (Sazman-e Omiir-e ‘Asayer).
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