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CEHRANEMA

CEHRANEMA (lit. “mirror”), the name of an illustrated Persian newspaper
and periodical published in Egypt (1322-1338 $./1904-59, with interruptions),
first in Alexandria (vols. 1-2/2) from 15 Moharram 1322/2 April 1904 to 1
Jomada 1323/3 August 1905, then in Cairo from 10 Ramazan 1323/8 November
1905 to 1316 S./March 1938. Cehranema was published as a periodical from
Farvardin 1317 S./March 1938 to Esfand 1338 S./March 1959.

The founder and first editor-in-chief (modir) was ‘Abd-al-Mohammad Irani
Mo’addeb-al-Soltan (b. Isfahan 1250 S./1871-72, d. Cairo, 5 Aban 1304 S./27
October 1925), who had been active as a businessman in the Caucasus and
Egypt. When fire in the printing house stopped its publication in Alexandria
Mo’addeb-al-Soltan moved his activities to Cairo, where more advanced
facilities were available. When he died in Aban 1304 S./October 1925 the
publication of Cehranema was continued by his son Manucehr Mo'addeb, a
professor at the American University of Cairo.

Cehranema was an informative, progressive newspaper with a patriotic tone,
supporting the liberals and advocating reform and modernism in a wide
variety of articles. This aspect of the newspaper led Mozaffar-al-Din’s prime
minister, ‘Abd-al-Majid Mirza ‘Ayn-al-Dawla (q.v.), to ban it from Persia in
1322/1904, but the ban was lifted through the intervention of a certain Mirza
Hasan Tabrizi RoSdiya (one of the founders of modern education in Persia)
already on 8 Rajab 1322/ 18 September 1904. Despite its liberal tone during the
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years of the Constitutional Revolution Cehranema supported Reza Khan (later
Reza Shah) in his drive for power and after his abdication, and throughout the
postwar years it continued as a conservative political magazine.

As a newspaper Cehranema was published every ten, sometimes fifteen, days
in 16-20 double-column pages measuring 21 x 30 cm and as a periodical once a
month in 66 triple-column pages measuring 20 X 26.5 cm. The subscription
price for the newspaper was 3 tomans for Persia and varied in other countries.
The subscription price for the periodical was two pounds sterling everywhere.

Incomplete sets of the paper are preserved in most major libraries in Persia; in
the India Office Library and Records, London; Cambridge University Library;
the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.; and the Bayerische
Staatsbibliothek, Munich.
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