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CASTOLUS

CASTOLUS, a plain east of Sardis, site of the mustering of troops from the
satrapy of Sparda (Lydia) during Achaemenid times (Xenophon, Anabasis 1.1.2,
1.9.7, Hellenica 1.4.3; cf. Anabasis 1.2.2-5; Plutarch, Artaxerxes 2; Diodorus,
14.2.8, 19.2.6). The site is attested in Achaemenid times only in connection with
Cyrus the Younger’s (son of Darius II) appointment as “karanos of those who
muster at Castolus.” The practice of a yearly muster was not confined to
Sparda, but is attested in other provinces (cf. Xenophon, Oeconomicus 4.6,
Cyropaedia 8.6.16; and discussions in Cook, Hirsch, Briant). The term karanos
(attested only in Hellenica 1.4.3) appears to parallel the Greek stratēgos
“general” (cf. Anabasis 1.1.2, 1.9.7). I suggest that under normal circumstances
(i.e., the absence of a major mobilization for large-scale campaigning) the post
of “karanos of those who muster at Castolus” was held by the satrap at Sardis.
Cyrus’s holding of the office represents a further distortion of normal
administrative practice and a diminishing of the status of Tissaphernes, then
satrap at Sardis.

Castolus is attested in post-Achaemenid times (OGIS 488) as village (komē) with
civic organs bearing Greek titles.
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