CANDU LA'L SADAN
Article by Sharif Husain Qasemi

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 15, 1990
Last Updated: May 17, 2013

CANDU LAL SADAN

CANDU LAL (Lal) SADAN, Maharaja, statesman and poet in Persian and Urdu
(b. 1175/1761-62, d. 7 Rab1' II 1261/15 April 1845 at Hyderabad). He was the son
of Raey Naraen Das, who came from Rai Bareilly (Nassak, p. 237), and
belonged to a famous family of Khatris (a Hindu caste) who served the Mughal
court in India for a long time and included Raja Todar Mal (d. 997/1589), the
famous minister of Akbar the Great (Qaderi, p. 750; Monsi, p. 2). Sadan had a
chequered career. He entered the government service as a clerk of the
vegetable market. Later he served as karpardaz (transactor of business,
manager) and received the title of Raja Bahador from the court. He led a
successful expedition against Sidat fort (district Kiryah) and Konji Kota. He
was then appointed the commissioner, a post first held by his grandfather.
Soon after Nawwab Sekandarjah, the Nezam of Hyderabad (d. 1244/1829),
selected him as piskar (officer to write the accounts) of his army. Monir-al-
Molk (d. 1248/1832-33), the prime minister of Hyderabad, assigned all the
financial and judicial affairs of the state to him. In 1235/1819-20 Canda La‘l
received the title of Maharaja from Sekandarjah, who, once witnessing his
generosity, also awarded him one crore rupees. In 1237/1821-22 he became the
head of seven thousand horsemen. He received the title of Raja-ye Rajagan
from Nawwab Nasir-al-Dawla who used to visit his house. After the death of
Monir-al-Molk in 1248/1832-33, Candu La‘l succeeded him as prime minister, a
post he held for over a decade and resigned from it in 1260/1844 to die the
next year in 1261/1845 at the age of eighty-six (Tamina, p. 205).

Candi Lal, himself a good poet (Jawhar, p. 236; Saksena, p. 390), was a great
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patron of men of letters, and his generosity attracted a good number of
Persian and Urdu poets and writers of the time to his court. He invited
Ebrahim Khan Dawq (d. 1271/1854), a famous Urdu poet and guide of
Bahadorsah Zafar (d. 1862), the last Mughal ruler of India, to his court but the
latter, preferring to be in Delhi, declined the offer (Azad, p. 488). It was once
suggested to Mirza Asad-Allah Khan Galeb (d. 1285/1869), the great Persian
and Urdu poet, that he should contact Canda La‘ for financial help, but he
declined because of Sadan’s relations with his adversaries Qatil and Nasir
(Motafarreqat-a Galeb, p. 102). He studied Persian poetry with Mohammad-‘Ali
Qatil (Sri Ram, p. 372) and Mohammad Hafez (d. 1247/1831-32) and Urdu
poetry with Shah Nasir (d. 1254/1838-39; Nassak, p. 237). Despite his heavy
schedule of administrative affairs he found time to attend the assemblies of
men of letters at his court and take part in their discussions. His own poetical
work, characterized by sublimity of thought and simplicity of style by Hosayni
(p. 7) includes the following Persian works: a Kolltyat (not yet published)
consisting of the following works: ESrat-kada-ye afaq, in prose, dealing with
the Asafiya family and strange incidents (published in Hyderabad); a Matnawi-
e manawtl in 4,025 couplets, composed in the style of Rim1’s matnawi; three
divans of gazals: Divan-e gazaliyat-e ula (compl. 1236/1820-21), Divan-e
gazaltyat-e tant (compl. 1238/1822-23), and Divan-e gazaltyat-e talet (date not
known); 120 robafs; nine qasidas (three in praise of Sekandarjah); a short
matnawl in 34 couplets (in the style of Sa‘dT’s Biistan; comp. 1803-29); and a
number of mokammas, tarjibands, qetas, fards, and mostazads.

Only one divan of his Urdu poetry has been published.
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