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BUSEHRI, HAJIl MOHAMMAD

BUSEHRI, HAJI MOHAMMAD MO‘IN-AL-TOJJAR (b. 1238 S./1859 in Basehr, d.
1312 $./1933 in Tehran), a merchant active in the Constitutional Revolution. He
received the education common at the time and then joined the business of his
father Haji Mohammad-Rahim Dehdasti (SajiT, p. 309). Having gone bankrupt,
BusSehr1 and his father left for Iraq. After spending some time in providing
menial services for the pilgrims at Najaf, he returned to BaSehr and started to
work in a trading company (‘Alawi, p. 138). In 1266 S./1887, having saved some
money, he went to Baghdad and continued his work as a merchant. On the
death of his relative Hajj ‘Abd-al-Mohammad Malek-al-Tojjar, he inherited
400,000 rupees (Sadid-al-Saltana, p. 21), and after a pilgrimage to Mecca and a
trip to Europe he returned to Iran and became a prominent merchant in Fars
and was given the title of Mo‘In-al-Tojjar by the governor of Fars. He
succeeded in obtaining the rights for mining ferrous oxide on Hormoz island.
Later, he rented Larak, Hormoz, QeSm, and Bostana islands, and expanded his
possessions in Kuzestan and the Persian Gulf area. He owned many villages in
the Mamasani region in Fars province, as well as in the area bordering on the
Persian Gulf (EhteSam-al-Saltana, p. 311; Sadid-al-Saltana, p. 21). In 1277
§./1898, due to a disagreement with Qawam-al-Molk, he moved to Tehran and
developed a friendship with Prime Minister Mirza ‘Ali-Asgar Khan Amin-al-
Soltan and gained great influence. He later purchased a part of Bag-e Lalezar
in Tehran, where he built a number of stately homes for himself and his
children, whose furnishings he imported from Europe. By showering
Mozaffar-al-Din Shah with gifts he became one of the most influential
merchants in Tehran’s bazar, strengthened his ownership of southern islands,
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and gained concessions for the exploitation of mines in Bandar-e ‘Abbas.

During the Constitutional movement, he urged the bazar merchants to side
with the Constitutionalists, and he was elected as a representative of the
merchants to the first Majles. When the Majles rejected the bill on foreign
loans, Basehrl and Hajj Mohammad-Hosayn Amin-al-Zarb took steps to secure
loans from the public and to set up a national bank, but their efforts were not
successful (Tartk-ebidart 11, ed. Sa‘id1 Sirjani, pp. 4-5, 19; AfSar, p. 396). He was
elected deputy to the third Majles from BusSehr (Taqizada, V, p. 78). In 1298
$./1919, by which time he had become one of the most influential politicians,
he opposed the 1919 Anglo-Iranian Agreement (Asnad-e mahramana, pp. 21,
77) and was arrested on the order of Prime Minister Wottuqg-al-Dawla and was
exiled to Kasan. After ten months of exile, when Wotug-al-Dawla’s cabinet fell,
he returned to Tehran and was warmly welcomed by the people and
merchants of Tehran (ibid., p. 91, Mostawfl, Sarh-e zendagant 111, pp. 10, 127).
After the coup d’état in 1299 S./1921 he went into hiding, and his son Jawad
was arrested instead of him; after the establishment of the Pahlavi dynasty he
lost most of the concessions he had gained during Mozaffar-al-Din Shah’s

reign, including the ownership of the islands.

His sons Reza, Jawad (Amir Homayun), and Mohammad-Sadeq BuSehri held
high political offices under the Pahlavis.
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