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BRIT'IATI (COPANI FIRT)
ELBIZDIQO

BRITTATI (COPANI FIRT) ELBIZDIQO (Russian Elbyzdyko Britaev), playwright
regarded as the founder of Ossetic drama, b. in Dalagkau, North Ossetia, the
Caucasus, 22 (= 10 Julian Calendar) March 1881, d. 25 September 1923. His first
plays (two short comedies) were published in 1905; he was subsequently
exiled from Ossetia for revolutionary activities and studied law at the
University of St. Petersburg from 1909 to 1917. In 1917 he returned to the
Caucasus, where he continued to identify himself with the revolutionary
cause. His plays, in which national and historical themes are favored, are
written in a strongly romantic vein and are greatly appreciated today.
Especially noteworthy is Amjran, based on the legend of Amiran, the
Caucasian Prometheus. He wrote in the Iron dialect of Ossetic.
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