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BORUJERD

BORUJERD (or Barajerd), town and Sahrestan in the province of Lorestan in
western Iran. Situated along the highway between Tehran and the oil province
of Kuzestan and located halfway between Hamadan and Kermansah (now
Baktaran), Borujerd has always been a road and railway junction of great
strategic importance.

Little is known about the origins and the early development of Borujerd,
which is mentioned in Saljuq times. The great mosque dates from the Mongol
period. The town became an important military center in the 12th/18th
century and, together with the newly founded towns of Arak and Malayer
(formerly Dawlatabad), was turned into a large garrison by the Qajar rulers
during their drive to appease the western provinces, especially the nomadic
Lor. The population of Borujerd at the end of the 13th/19th century is reported
to have been about 22,000 inhabitants. In recent years it has grown to more
than 100,000 (101,345 in 1976).

Borujerd was originally laid out in four quarters and was furnished with two
bazars, a number of mosques, and several madrasas and caravansaries. The
city walls and moat have now disappeared, however, and the central parts of
the old quarters have been reshaped. As the administrative center of
Sahrestan, Borujerd has a garrison and is a center of trade and local industry,
mostly devoted to processing the agricultural produce of the surrounding
villages and districts.

The Sahrestan of Borjerd, which is situated on a high plateau on the eastern
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edge of the Zagros range, is a major agricultural area. It covers an area of only
2,641 km’ and has a rural population of 104,444 (1976); the average population
density for the whole district (including Bortjerd and the town of Dorud)
amounts to 88.4 per km’. Owing to favorable topographic and climatic
conditions, the plains are devoted to cultivation of grain. Wherever irrigation
is possible (by means of ganats, wells, diversion of water of streams), cotton,
melons, grapes, and fruit trees (especially almonds) are grown. The hills of the
Sahrestan and the Zagros promontories are extensively used as pasture by
both nomads and peasants. Production of wool forms the basis for carpet
manufacturing, which is a typical cottage industry in many villages. The town
of Borujerd serves both as the local outlet for all kinds of rural produce and as
the main service center for the rural hinterland.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

]J. L. Bishop, Journeys in Persia and Kurdistan, 2 vols., London, 1891.
C. A. de Bode, Travels in Luristan and Arabistan, 2 vols., London, 1845.

A. Houtum-Schindler, “Reisen im sudwestlichen Persien,” Zeitschrift der
Gesellschaft fiir Erdkunde Berlin 14, 1879, pp. 38-67, 82-112.

Idem, Eastern Persian Irak, London, 1896.

A. H. Layard, Early Adventures in Persia, Susiana and Babylonia, 2 vols.,
London, 1887.

Le Strange, Lands, pp. 200-02. Razmara, Farhang VI, pp. 46-47.
Schwarz, Iran IV, p. 509; V, pp. 580, 621; VII, pp. 910, 924, 927, 930.
Search terms:

000000 borujerd bouroujerd boroujerd




