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BONYAD-E SAH-NAMA-YE
FERDOWSI

BONYAD-E SAH-NAMA-YE FERDOWSI, a research institute founded in 1350
$./1971 and attached to the former Ministry of Culture and Art of Iran, with M.
Minov1 as its first director. Its purpose, as described in its constitution, was to
prepare a new critical edition of the Sah-nama and to study it from literary,
historical, social, linguistic, and artistic points of view. The Bonyad’s board of
trustees was composed of Minovi, P. Kanlari, Y. Mahdawi, S. H. Nasr, ‘A.
Zaryab, M.-A. Riah1 and M. Forug and was chaired by the Minister of Culture
and Art. There was also a consulting board, consisting of Minovi, Zaryab, J.
Sahidi, A. Tafazzoli, and ‘A. Rawaql, whose duty it was to give final approval to
the texts prepared by the researchers of the Bonyad.

In order to prepare the edition of the Sah-nama, several researchers were
employed to collaborate with Minovi, and attempts were made to collect
microfilms of the most important manuscripts of the text. As the editing
process proved to be a long one, the Bonyad decided to prepare and publish
the epic in parts. The first published section was Ddastan-e Rostam o Sohrab,
edited with an introduction by Minovl. It appeared in Tehran in 1352 $./1973
and included a critical apparatus and notes. The second was Dastan-e Foriid,
edited by M. Rowsan, Tehran, 1354 $./1975, published without textual variants.
The third was Dastan-e Stavas, edited by Minovi in collaboration with M.
Moktari but published in 1363 S$./1984, after Minovl’s death, with an
introduction by M. Garib. Each of the three parts was published by a different
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publisher.

Among other activities of the Bonyad was the engagement of two artists, ]J.
Zia’pir and B. Golzarl, to prepare scenes from the Sah-nama. About twenty of
their paintings, based directly on the text, rather than on earlier illustrations,
were exhibited in Maghad in 1356 S./1977; some of them were published in the
pamphlet issued as a guide to the exhibition.

In 1351 $./1973 Simorg, a periodical devoted to research on the Sah-nama, was
founded; five issues (1351-57 $./1973-78) were published.

Minovi died in 1355 $./1977; his personal library of more than 16,000 books,
including about 150 manuscripts, was left to the Bonyad. Riahi was appointed
to succeed him as director of the Bonyad. He arranged a national colloquium
on the Sah-nama, which was held in Bandar-e ‘Abbas (Aban, 1356 S./October,
1977) and at which a number of papers were presented. Twenty of them were
published in a volume entitled Sah-nama-senast (vol. 1, Tehran, 1357 $./1978).
After the revolution of 1357 $./1978-79 the Bonyad was dissolved and its
personnel absorbed by a new organization, Mo’assasa-ye Motala‘at o Tahqiqat-
e Farhangi (Cultural studies and research institute).
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