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BOCAQCI

BOCAQCI, a Turkic tribe of Sirjan in Kerman province. Its name in Turkish
means both “knife-maker” and “quarrelsome.” The latter meaning is probably
the intended one, for tribal names meaning “quarrelsome” and “angry” are
common (see Németh, p. 36).

Very little is known about the origin and early history of the Bo¢aqcCis. Ebn
Battuta (I, pp. 328, 365; who derives the name from bocaq “knife”) mentions
Ahmad Bocaqci, a leading noble of the Sivas area, and Akl Bocaqc(1 from Azov
on the Black Sea. However, the presence in their midst of a clan by the name
of AraSlu suggests a past association with the now widely scattered AfSar tribe.
The BocaqcCis played a role of considerable importance in the anti-British
uprisings in southern Iran during World War I—especially in the so-called
“Sirjan episode” of Sawwal-Du’l-hejja, 1334/August-October, 1916, when the
Bocaqci leader, Hosayn Khan, helped some German and Austrian prisoners of
war escape from British custody and then briefly occupied Saidabad, the
capital of Sirjan, with some of the freed captives (Sykes, A History of Persia 11,
pp- 464-65). Hosayn Khan was the son and successor of Esfandiar Khan, whose
exploits as a raider earned him the sobriquet of “the Robin Hood of Persia”
from Sykes (Ten Thousand Miles in Persia, London, 1902, p. 435; see also
Ahmad-'Al1 Khan, pp. 420-24).

The summer quarters of the Bo¢aqc¢ls are in the Balvard and Cahargonbad
regions; their winter quarters are in the ‘Ayn-al-Baqar region, southwest of
Sa‘ldabad (Iransahr 1, p. 157). In the 1310s S./1930s, they comprised the
following clans, the number of families being in parentheses: Qara Sa‘1dla (50),
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Kersla (30), Savar Sa‘idlua (15), Angala (70), ‘Abbasla (22), Halwa (25), Arasla
(100), Ostur1 (40), Nukt Rezwani (90), Sirjan-e Kohna (50), Sukta-cali (30),
Cahargon-badi (120), and Rayini (80) (Kayhan, Jografia, p. 95).

The Bocaqcis are Shi‘ites and known for their fine rugs; their number was
estimated at 500 families in 1342 $./1963 (Iransahr 1, p. 157).
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